EU lawmakers to press Zuckerberg over
data privacy
22 May 2018, by Lorne Cook
The company is also under pressure to comply
with tough new EU new laws, called GDPR, on the
use and protection of personal data.
The president of the assembly's influential Civil
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee,
Claude Moraes told The Associated Press that the
fact Zuckerberg's testimony will be heard by the
public "is very significant."
Moraes pointed out that Zuckerberg's notes for his
testimony to U.S. senators last month, as captured
by an AP photograph, said: "Don't say we already
do what GDPR requires." So he plans to ask
Zuckerberg if that is true.
In this April 11, 2018 file photo, Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg pauses while testifying on Capitol Hill in
Washington. Tech moguls Bill Gates and Zuckerberg are
teaming up to help develop new technologies for kids
with trouble learning, which will include dabbling into
child brain science. The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation and the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative said
Tuesday, May 8, 2018, they will begin exploring a
number of education research and potential pilot projects
together. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)

The data protection law enters force on Friday. It
will give Facebook's European users—estimated at
around 252 million people—more control over what
companies can do with what they post, search and
click; regardless of what country those companies
operate in. Companies could be fined up to 4
percent of their world-wide annual turnover for
violations.

European Union lawmakers plan to press
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg on Tuesday
about data protection standards at the internet
giant at a hearing focused on a scandal over the
alleged misuse of the personal information of
millions of people.
Zuckerberg's testimony to key officials of the
European Parliament, to be broadcast live from
Brussels Tuesday, comes at a difficult time for
Facebook. In March it was alleged that political
consultancy Cambridge Analytica used the data of
Facebook users to target ads during political
campaigns, including the one that brought Donald In this May 1, 2018, file photo, Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg makes the keynote speech at F8, Facebook's
Trump to the presidency.
developer conference, in San Jose, Calif. Facebook is
suspending about 200 apps that it believes may have
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misused data. The social media giant said in a blog post
Monday, May 14, that the suspensions resulted from its
investigation into all apps that had access to large
amounts of information before Facebook changed its
platform policies in 2014. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose
Sanchez, File)

Moraes said the assembly has "the legal and moral
authority" to question Zuckerberg, and wants to go
deeper than the U.S. Congress, to learn more
about the kinds of profiling that Facebook might be
doing and whether the Internet giant is violating any
competition laws through its use of data obtained in
mergers like the buyout of online messaging
In this March 29, 2018, file photo the logo for Facebook
service Whatsapp.
appears on screens at the Nasdaq MarketSite in New
York's Times Square. Many companies large and small
are updating their privacy policies and service terms to
The evening hearing with leaders of the political
groups, Moraes, and a justice and civil rights expert comply with upcoming European Union rules governing
data and privacy. In preparation for GDPR, Facebook in
was initially planned to be held behind closed
March updated its privacy controls in hopes of making
doors. But many in the assembly are demanding an
them easier to find and understand. (AP Photo/Richard
on-air grilling so Zuckerberg can also respond to
Drew, File)

allegations that political consultancy Cambridge
Analytica misused the data of millions of Facebook "Whether it's fake news, foreign interference in
users.
elections or developers misusing people's
information, we didn't take a broad enough view of
Zuckerberg had long been noncommittal about
our responsibilities," Zuckerberg plans to say. "That
appearing in Europe. He sent a senior official to
was a mistake, and I'm sorry."
speak to the British parliament and had offered to
do the same in Brussels.
He is also expected to assure the lawmakers that
The New York Times reported Tuesday that
Zuckerberg plans to apologize again for the
mishandling of user information, according to
extracts of his notes seen by the newspaper.

Facebook is "committed to Europe."
"By the end of 2018, Facebook will employ 10,000
people across 12 European cities—up from 7,000
today. And we will continue to invest," Zuckerberg
intends to say. "Europeans make up a large and
incredibly important part of our global community."
Zuckerberg will hold talks in Paris on Wednesday
with French President Emmanuel Macron.
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In this April 10, 2018 file photo, Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg appears on a television screen on the floor of
the New York Stock Exchange as he testifies in the
Senate in Washington. Shares in the social media giant
are trading around $185 early Friday, May 11, returning
to the levels last seen eight weeks ago, when news broke
that the company failed to prevent major privacy
breaches during the run-up to the 2016 presidential
election in the U.S. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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