Sea ice at poles hit record low for January
16 February 2017
percent below the 1981–2010 average.
"This was the smallest January extent since
records began in 1979 and 100,000 square miles
smaller than the previous record set in 2016," said
the report.
In the Antarctic, sea ice extent for January was
432,000 square miles (22.8 percent) below the
1981–2010 average.

Unusually warm temperatures in January contributed to
the melting of sea ice in the Arctic, where the average
ice cover was 8.6 percent below the 1981–2010 average

"This was the smallest January Antarctic sea ice
extent since records began in 1979 and 110,000
square miles smaller than the previous record set in
2006," it added.
Despite the loss of sea ice, precipitation varied
widely across the globe last month.

Snow has been falling more heavily than usual in
The amount of sea ice at the Earth's poles fell to a
the Northern Hemisphere, where snow cover extent
record low for January, while the planet's
during January reached 890,000 square miles
temperatures last month were the third highest in
above the 1981–2010 average.
modern times, US government scientists said
Thursday.
"This was the sixth largest January Northern
Hemisphere snow cover extent in the 51-year
The monthly report by the National Oceanic and
period of record," said the study.
Atmospheric Administration is the first of its kind
released in 2017, and comes on the heels of the
"The North American snow cover extent was the
third year in a row for record-setting heat
13th largest on record, while the Eurasian snow
established in 2016.
cover extent was the seventh largest."
The US federal agency's analysis of global sea
surface and land temperatures found that
January's temperature was 1.58 Fahrenheit (0.88
Celsius) above the 20th century average of 53.6 F
(12 C).
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"This was the third highest for January in the
1880–2017 record, behind 2016 (highest) and
2007 (second highest)," said the report.
Those unusually warm temperatures contributed to
the melting of sea ice in the Arctic, where the
average ice cover for January was 487,000 square
miles (1.26 million square kilometers)—or 8.6

1/2

APA citation: Sea ice at poles hit record low for January (2017, February 16) retrieved 26 November
2022 from https://phys.org/news/2017-02-sea-ice-poles-january.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

2/2
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

