Russian spaceship delivers three astronauts
to space station (Update)
19 November 2016
Whitson, 56, is an experienced veteran and
biochemistry expert who will break records with this
space mission, including the title of the most days
in space by a US astronaut.
She is scheduled to surpass NASA astronaut Jeff
Williams's 534 days on April 24.
In February, Whitson will become the first woman
to command the space station twice.
She previously commanded the station in 2007,
when she became the first woman to hold this post,
NASA said.
Their arrival means the staff at the orbiting outpost
goes back up to six.
This image obtained from NASA TV shows the Soyuz
MS-03 spacecraft approaching the International Space
Station on November 19, 2016

Russia's Soyuz spacecraft arrived at the
International Space Station on Saturday, carrying a
European, a Russian and an American astronaut
for a six-month mission at the orbiting outpost.
"Capture confirmed," said a NASA commentator as
the spacecraft docked at the ISS at 4:58 pm (2158
GMT), US space agency live television images
showed.
The trio—Frenchman Thomas Pesquet, Russian
cosmonaut Oleg Novitskiy and American astronaut
Peggy Whitson—launched from the Baikonur
The Soyuz MS-03 spacecraft is seen launching from the
Baikonur Cosmodrome with Expedition 50 crewmembers
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on Thursday.
NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson, Russian cosmonaut
Oleg Novitskiy of Roscosmos, and ESA astronaut
Pesquet, 38, a rookie astronaut and amateur
saxophone player, is the first French national to be Thomas Pesquet from the Baikonur Cosmodrome

sent to the ISS by the European Space Agency
since 2008.
Novitskiy, 45, a Russian Air Force pilot and decade- Already staffing the ISS are Russians Andrei
Borisenko and Sergey Ryzhikov, and American
long veteran of the space agency Roscosmos, is
Shane Kimbrough.
making his second trip to the ISS.
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But even after a two-day journey in cramped
quarters, the three new arrivals were not allowed to
exit the spacecraft right away.
More than two and a half hours of checks were
needed to make sure the seal was airtight between
the station and Soyuz.
When the hatches finally opened at 7:40 pm (0040
GMT Sunday) the crew was all smiles as they
floated into the space station—first Novitskiy, then
Pesquet and finally Whitson—and exchanged hugs
with their crewmates.
"Watching you, we could not be more proud," said
NASA administrator Charles Bolden, speaking to
the crew from Earth.
Russia's Soyuz capsules offer the only way for
global astronauts to reach the space station since
the American space shuttle program was retired in
2011.
Astronauts pay more than $71 million per seat for a
ride on the Soyuz, which carries three people at a
time.
Private industries including SpaceX and Boeing are
designing spacecraft to once again ferry astronauts
from US soil. Their first flights are not expected until
late next year or in 2018.
Humans have lived continuously at the space
station for more than 15 years.
More than 200 people from 18 countries have
visited the microgravity laboratory that circles Earth
at a distance of about 250 miles (400 kilometers),
NASA said.
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