Southampton to help operate US National
Center of Excellence for Unmanned Aircraft
Systems
4 June 2015
research, development, and integration into US
airspace.
As the UK's leading University for UAS research
and education, the University of Southampton will
be active in many areas that fit the FAA research
goals. Research areas are expected to evolve over
time, but initially will include: detect and avoid
technology; low-altitude operations safety; control
and communications; spectrum management;
human factors; compatibility with air traffic control
operations; and training and certification of UAS
pilots and other crew members, in addition to other
areas.

The world's first 3-D printed plane, developed and built
by the University of Southampton. Credit: University of
Southampton

The University of Southampton has been selected
as the sole UK partner to help operate the new
National Center of Excellence for Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (COE UAS) in the United States.

The University has a number of strengths in the
field of UAS, including the DECODE (Decision
Environment for COmplex DEsign) project to
design, build and fly state-of-the-art unmanned air
vehicles with full autonomous control systems and
on-board cameras; hosting the world's only MSc
course in Unmanned Aircraft Systems Design; and
designing and flying the world's first 3D printed
plane.

Professor Jim Scanlan, who is leading the
Southampton team, says: "Our involvement in the
ASSURE team reflects our global reputation for
The University is a member of the Alliance for
unmanned systems research and development. We
System Safety of UAS through Research
Excellence (ASSURE) team that has been chosen have the capabilities and resources to help address
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to run the demands of this challenging technology and
launch a new era of commercial unmanned aircraft
the Centre, which will help to maximize the
research, development and integration."
potential of commercial unmanned systems and
address both government and commercial UAS
"This world-class, public-private partnership will
challenges.
help us focus on the challenges and opportunities
of this cutting-edge technology," said U.S.
The ASSURE group, led by Mississippi State
University (MSU), is a coalition of the top 20 UAS Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. "We
expect this team will help us to educate and train a
universities from three countries and more than
cadre of unmanned aircraft professionals well into
100 government and industry partners, which will
launch a new era of commercial unmanned aircraft the future."
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The COE will be able to begin research by
September 2015 and be fully operational and
engaged in a robust research agenda by January
2016.
More information: www.assureuas.org/
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