Hong Kong Facebook user arrested over
hacking threat
5 August 2012
Hong Kong police said Sunday they had arrested
a 21-year-old man after he reportedly said on
social networking site Facebook that he would
hack several government websites.
Police said the man, who was later released on
bail, was held on suspicion of "access to a
computer with criminal or dishonest intent" after he
allegedly threatened to hack seven government
websites between June and August this year.
"The Internet is not a virtual world of lawlessness,"
a police spokesman said, adding that the man was
required to report back to the police in October.
The unidentified man was arrested on Friday
before being released on bail, the spokesman told
AFP.
He faces up to five years imprisonment if found
guilty.
The man is a member of the global hacker group
Anonymous, the South China Morning Post said.
The group is said to have 20 members in the semiautonomous Chinese territory, which guarantees
civil liberties not seen on the mainland, including
freedom of speech.
The police spokesman declined to confirm his link
to Anonymous. The last posting on the
"Anonymous HK" Facebook page on July 22 urged
authorities to show "respect" to citizens.
The notorious group, which is believed to be a
loosely affiliated network of "hacktivists", has
attacked sites of groups as varied as MasterCard
and Visa, the US Justice Department, and the
Tunisian and Yemen governments.
(c) 2012 AFP
APA citation: Hong Kong Facebook user arrested over hacking threat (2012, August 5) retrieved 14 May
2021 from https://phys.org/news/2012-08-hong-kong-facebook-user-hacking.html

1/2

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

2/2
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

