PHYS 19X

Sumatran elephants could be extinct in 30

years

24 January 2012

and rhinos.

"The Sumatran elephant joins a growing list of

Indonesian species that are critically endangered,”
il Carlos Drews of the conservation group WWF said

In this file photo, a wild Sumatran elephant is pictured in
the Ulu Masen forest, Aceh province of western
Indonesia’'s Sumatra island. Sumatran elephants in the
wild face extinction in less than 30 years unless there is
an "immediate moratorium™ on destruction of the
animals' habitat, environmental group WWF warned on
Tuesday.

The Sumatran elephant could be extinct in the wild
within three decades unless immediate steps are
taken to slow the breakneck pace of deforestation,
environmentalists warned Tuesday.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature
recently listed the animals as "critically
endangered" after their numbers dropped to
between 2,400 and 2,800 from an estimated 5,000
in 1985.

The decline is largely because of destruction of
their habitat, with forests all across the Indonesian
island of Sumatra being clear-cut for timber, palm
oil and pulp and paper plantations.

Sumatra has some of the most significant
populations of Asian elephants outside of India and
Sri Lanka and is also home to tigers, orangutans

44 in a statement Tuesday. "Unless urgent and

- effective conservation action is taken these

4y magnificent animals are likely to go extinct within
- our lifetime."

Indonesia’'s endangered elephants sometimes
; venture into populated areas searching for food and
| destroy crops or attack humans, making them

unpopular with villagers.

Some are shot or poisoned with cyanide-laced fruit,
while others are killed by poachers for their ivory.
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