
 

Denmark reports cases of bluetongue disease
that can be fatal to sheep but is harmless to
humans
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Dairy cows gather at Sommerbjerggaard after being released from the stables,
near Them, Denmark, Sunday April 19, 2020. Credit: Henning Bagger/Ritzau
Scanpix via AP, File
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Denmark reported Tuesday cases of bluetongue in the country's east, a
non-contagious, insect-borne viral disease that is harmless to humans but
can be fatal for so-called ruminant animals—mainly sheep but also cows
and goats.

Authorities said the virus known as bluetongue serotype 3, or BTV-3,
has been crawling up through Europe in the past weeks. It's spread by
midges that carry the virus and that are typically found in warmer
weather.

It has been reported on the island where Copenhagen is located. Cases
have also been reported in Germany, the Netherlands and France, Danish
authorities said.

The first case in Denmark was recorded in early August, on a Danish
farm with sheep and cows near the German border. Danish authorities
have also informed the European Commission about the case and
animals have since been vaccinated to try and contain the spread.

The Danish Veterinary and Food Administration said tests results are
upcoming from the island of Funen in central Denmark, where it is also
suspected.

"The probability of the virus spreading via mites to the whole country is
therefore considered to be high," the administration said in a statement.

Major signs in animals include high fever, mouth ulcers and swelling of
the face and tongue—as well as a blue color of the tongue, known as
cyanosis, stemming from a lack of oxygen. Sheep, cattle and goats also
tend to have breathing difficulties.

Infected animals yield less milk, though the milk is safe for human
consumption, authorities said.
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