PHYS 19X

Hong Kong welcomes birth of first giant
panda cubs

August 15 2024

Men wearing panda costumes stand outside food stalls in Beijing in July 2024.

Hong Kong on Thursday announced the birth of a set of giant panda
twins, the first cubs to be born in the city.
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Ying Ying who delivered the male and female cubs on the eve of her
19th birthday, has become the oldest giant panda to successfully give
birth for the first time, the park housing the pandas in the Chinese city
said.

The cubs were born in the early hours of Thursday after a nearly five-
month pregnancy.

"The city's beloved giant panda, Ying Ying, gave birth to one female and
one male offspring at Ocean Park on 15 August 2024, just one day
before her 19th birthday," the city's theme park said in a statement.

Ying Ying and the twins' father Le Le, were first gifted to Hong Kong by
Beijing in 2007 and successfully mated in March at Ocean Park, the
theme park that houses them.

"This birth is a true rarity, especially considering Ying Ying is the oldest
giant panda on record to have successfully given birth for the first time,"
Ocean Park said in a statement.

Hong Kong leader John Lee welcomed the birth saying "this year marks

the 75th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China,

which makes the birth of the first lovely Hong Kong-born pigeon pair of
cubs ...even more special".

The mother and her cubs will be monitored around the clock by the
park's veterinary teams and experts from the China Conservation and
Research Center for the Giant Panda, the government added.

Giant pandas are notoriously reluctant to mate, which zoologists say

contributes to the dwindling population of the species—with an
estimated 1,800 of them left in the wild.
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Last month, Lee said that China will send another pair of giant pandas to
Hong Kong to mark its 27th year under Chinese rule.

They are expected to arrive next month.
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