
 

Hubble images NGC 3430, a classic spiral
galaxy

July 28 2024

  
 

  

This NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope image features the majestic spiral
galaxy NGC 3430. Credit: ESA/Hubble & NASA, C. Kilpatrick

This NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope image treats viewers to a
wonderfully detailed snapshot of the spiral galaxy NGC 3430 that lies

1/2



 

100 million light-years from Earth in the constellation Leo Minor.

Several other galaxies, located relatively nearby to this one, are just
beyond the frame of this image; one is close enough that gravitational
interaction is driving some star formation in NGC 3430—visible as
bright-blue patches near to but outside of the galaxy's main spiral
structure.

This fine example of a galactic spiral holds a bright core from which a
pinwheel array of arms appears to radiate outward. Dark dust lanes and
bright star-forming regions help define these spiral arms.

NGC 3430's distinct shape may be one reason why astronomer Edwin
Hubble used to it to help define his classification of galaxies. Namesake
of the Hubble Space Telescope, Edwin Hubble authored a paper in 1926
that outlined the classification of some four hundred galaxies by their
appearance—as either spiral, barred spiral, lenticular, elliptical, or
irregular.

This straightforward typology proved extremely influential, and the
detailed schemes astronomers use today are still based on Edwin
Hubble's work. NGC 3430 itself is a spiral lacking a central bar with
open, clearly defined arms—classified today as an SAc galaxy.

Provided by NASA

Citation: Hubble images NGC 3430, a classic spiral galaxy (2024, July 28) retrieved 28 July 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2024-07-hubble-images-ngc-classic-spiral.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/galaxies/
https://phys.org/tags/gravitational+interaction/
https://phys.org/tags/gravitational+interaction/
https://phys.org/tags/star+formation/
https://phys.org/tags/spiral+arms/
https://phys.org/news/2024-07-hubble-images-ngc-classic-spiral.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

