
 

Remote sensing research unravels plant
genetic diversity and evolution
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Flowchart illustrating the combination of remote sensing and phylogeography to
study the genetic patterns. Credit: Grass Research (2024). DOI:
10.48130/grares-0024-0009

A research team has recently published a comprehensive review on the
innovative integration of spectral data and phylogeographic patterns to
study plant genetic variation. The findings demonstrate the effectiveness
of remote sensing technology in identifying and analyzing genetic
variations in plants across different geographical regions.

This methodology not only deepens our understanding of plant diversity
and evolution but also holds promising applications for enhancing
agricultural practices and natural resource conservation efforts.

In the realm of plant genetics, scaling the analysis of genetic diversity to
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encompass large and geographically diverse areas poses a considerable
challenge. Traditional genetic studies are often hampered by logistical
constraints and the inability to process extensive datasets rapidly.

Remote sensing technology offers a powerful alternative, enabling the
observation of genetic variations across vast landscapes. However, the
integration and interpretation of the voluminous data collected remain
complex.

The study, published in Grass Research on 6 May 2024, demonstrates the
potent capability of spectral data to uncover the genetic structures that
underpin phenotypic traits and their environmental adaptations.

The research confirms that remote sensing data play a pivotal role in
achieving high-throughput field phenotyping. Satellites and Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) were utilized to collect spectral data, which was
then analyzed using advanced computational methods. This approach
allows for the mapping of genetic diversity and helps identify the genetic
bases of adaptive traits.

Various types of remote sensing data, including those obtained from near-
infrared (NIR) and short-wave infrared (SWIR) cameras, hyperspectral
sensors, light detection and ranging (LiDAR) and thermal sensors have
been instrumental in assessing traits that indicate genetic variations, such
as plant height, leaf water content, and physiological responses to
environmental stresses.

The ability to monitor these variations on a global scale and in real-time
provides critical data that can be used to forecast how plant populations
might respond to climate change, land use variation, and other ecological
pressures.

According to this study's lead researcher, Xuebing Yan, "In essence,
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phylogeographic studies offer theoretical insights into understanding the
genetic mechanisms underlying functional variability observed in
remotely sensed spectral data.

"Leveraging rapid technological advancements in remote sensing and
data fusion approaches will lead to a new understanding of plant genetic
diversity and the functional significance of plant traits."

In summary, this review article sheds light on the significant
advancements in integrating spectral data and phylogeographic patterns
to assess plant genetic variations. The future of remote sensing research
holds promising prospects for translating these advanced scientific
insights into practical applications that enhance agricultural practices,
natural resources conserve, and manage ecosystems effectively.

As remote sensing technology continues to evolve, it will increasingly
support our ability to safeguard and sustainably manage the Earth's
biological richness.

  More information: Jingxue Zhang et al, Integrating spectral data and
phylogeographic patterns to study plant genetic variation: a review, Grass
Research (2024). DOI: 10.48130/grares-0024-0009
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