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Donations for a political candidate can be motivated by support for that
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candidate or by opposition to the candidate's opponent. New research
published in Social Science Quarterly found that female Democrats and
non-white male Democrats in the United States have a fundraising
advantage when running against a white male Republican. Female
Republicans or non-white male Republicans do not have this advantage
when running against white male Democrats.

To assess the impact that race, gender, and party affiliation of a
candidate and that candidate's opponent have on the candidate's
fundraising, Dennis Halcoussis, Ph.D., of California State University,
Northridge, examined data from the 2016, 2018, and 2020 US
Congressional elections.

The results of his analysis suggest that Democratic donors give more
when their party nominates a white female or non-white male to run
against a white male Republican. Republican donors do not behave
similarly—they do not donate more if the Republican candidate is a
white female or a non-white male running against a white male
Democrat.

"Any analysis of race, gender, and campaign contributions needs to
consider the characteristics of both the Democratic and Republican
candidate, not just one candidate in isolation," said Prof. Halcoussis.

  More information: Dennis Halcoussis, Impact of opponents' race,
gender, and party on U.S. congressional fundraising, Social Science
Quarterly (2024). DOI: 10.1111/ssqu.13369
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