
 

Greater Detroit is more diverse and less
segregated, but Asians and Hispanics
increasingly live separately
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While metro Detroit remains one of the most segregated regions in the country,
racial and ethnic diversity has increased since 2010. Credit: Map by Grigoris
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The Detroit metropolitan area is one of the most segregated areas in the
United States.

But that is slowly starting to change for some racial groups.

The slow change is driven by the fact that the region became more 
racially and ethnically diverse between 2010 and 2022.

However, change is not happening uniformly, and it remains to be seen
whether the trend will continue—or if old social divides will reassert
themselves.

As a sociologist who studies issues related to urban sociology and race
and ethnicity, I wanted to know more about where different groups were
living around the region. I examined data from the U.S. Census Bureau
to explore where racial and ethnic groups live in the city of Detroit, and
how much the different groups mix.

Detroit shrinks, suburbs grow

Focusing on racial and ethnic groups that made up at least 1% of the
population, and using the most up-to-date publicly available data, I found
the city of Detroit's overall population dropped by 11.3% between 2010
and 2022. Over the same period, the population of the suburban tri-
county metro area increased by 3.5%.

Both the city and the suburbs became home to notably more Asian,
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://s4.ad.brown.edu/Projects/Diversity/Data/Report/report08122021.pdf
https://s4.ad.brown.edu/Projects/Diversity/Data/Report/report08122021.pdf
https://phys.org/tags/racial+groups/
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/08/michigan-is-becoming-more-multiracial-see-county-changes-in-diversity-from-2010-2020.html
https://www.emich.edu/sac/faculty/g-argeros.php
https://data.census.gov


 

Hispanic and multiracial people, meaning the area became more diverse
overall.
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The population of people who identified as white and non-Hispanic grew
by 41% in the city but dropped by 9% in the suburbs.

While white people were moving into the city of Detroit, Black people
were moving out. The Black population dropped 9% in the city and grew
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19% in the suburbs.

Here's how these shifts affected the way different groups experience
living in Detroit and the city's suburbs.

During the 10-year period between 2010 and 2020, many Black
Detroiters moved to the suburbs, where they live in more diverse
neighborhoods with Hispanic and Asian neighbors. Black
residents who stayed put in the city during that decade were more
likely to be living near Hispanics compared to other groups. The
latest available data used to calculate each group's share in the
city shows that the percentage of Black population decreased
from 82% in 2010 to 75% in 2022.
More white people in both urban and suburban Detroit lived in
desegregated neighborhoods in 2020 compared to 2010. This
trend is especially true in the city, where white people are still a
relatively small share of the population despite their recent gains.
The population of white people in the city increased from 8% in
2010 to approximately 12%.
Both Asians and Hispanics were more likely to live in
neighborhoods with higher shares of people who share their
ethnicity in 2020 than they were in 2010. In other words, their
neighborhoods—in both the city and the suburbs—grew more
segregated over this 10-year period. In the suburbs, members of
these groups were less likely to have white neighbors in 2020
compared to 2010. The Asian population increased from 1% to
3% in 2010, by 2020, while the Hispanic population increased
from 6% to 7%.

The rise in segregation may be linked to the initial stages of adjusting to
a new environment for recent Asian and Hispanic immigrants. However, 
immigration is a complex issue, and many factors influence patterns of
segregation.
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https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2019/02/18/lost-asian-american-community-detroit-sees-reason-hope/2744890002/#
https://www.deadlinedetroit.com/articles/30169/gente-fication_downriver_detroit_suburbs_grow_more_diverse_as_latin_residents_leave_city
https://read.dukeupress.edu/demography/article-abstract/45/1/79/170031/Immigrant-residential-segregation-in-U-S
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It remains to be seen how these patterns will continue to evolve as
Detroit and its suburbs navigate the city's post-bankruptcy recovery and
the region's broader sociodemographic and economic structural changes.

Future census data, which will include a new race and ethnicity category
for people of Middle Eastern and North African origins, will provide us
with more nuance on the changing neighborhood demographics and
diversity of the Detroit metro area.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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https://lsa.umich.edu/content/dam/econ-assets/Econdocs/RSQE%20PDFs/MI_Forecast_(2024.02).pdf
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/28/1237218459/census-race-categories-ethnicity-middle-east-north-africa
https://theconversation.com
https://theconversation.com/greater-detroit-is-becoming-more-diverse-and-less-segregated-but-asians-and-hispanics-increasingly-live-in-their-own-neighborhoods-226066
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