
 

Dig site findings suggests ancient artists may
have been inspired by preserved dinosaur
footprints
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Petroglyphs in close association with sauropod tracks. The dashed line represents
the area where there are pecking marks on the rock surface, indicating the
presence of petroglyphs. Scale bar = 10 cm. Credit: Scientific Reports (2024).
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A team of archaeologists and paleontologists affiliated with several
institutions in Brazil has found evidence that ancient artists living in what
is now Brazil may have created petroglyphs that were inspired by
preserved dinosaur footprints in a shared area. In their project, reported
in the journal Scientific Reports, the group studied petroglyphs made
between 3,000 and 9,000 years ago.

The research team was working in the Sousa municipality at a site called
the Serrote do Letreiro, a rural part of eastern Brazil. Prior work there
has shown that the area was ideal for preserving dinosaur footprints,
though few bones have ever been found in the region. Because of that, it
has proven difficult to identify which types of dinosaurs created the
footprints. They have been dated back as far as 40 million years ago, and
researchers have found that they represent ornithopods, theropods and 
sauropod dinosaurs.

In this new effort, the research team found what they describe as "a
remarkable assemblage of petroglyphs and dinosaur footprints." Few
instances of the two together in the same dig site have ever been found,
they note. They also found what they describe as a close relationship
between them, suggesting that the artwork created by local people
thousands of years ago was likely inspired by the footprints.

The relationship appears evident, they suggest, due to the large numbers
of carvings near or next to the footprints, showing that the artists were
aware of them. It also shows that ancient peoples in the region were
aware of ancient fossils and placed importance on them. It is possible,
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the research team suggests, that the footprints, or the creatures that the
early people assumed created them, became part of their rituals or
ceremonies. The site for their artwork was clearly chosen because of the
presence of the footprints.

The researchers further suggest that the petroglyphs also hint at the
possibility that the artists who created them were using hallucinogens
due to their similarity to visions that are commonly reported by people
using such drugs in the modern era.

  More information: Leonardo P. Troiano et al, A remarkable
assemblage of petroglyphs and dinosaur footprints in Northeast Brazil, 
Scientific Reports (2024). DOI: 10.1038/s41598-024-56479-3

© 2024 Science X Network

Citation: Dig site findings suggests ancient artists may have been inspired by preserved dinosaur
footprints (2024, March 25) retrieved 29 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2024-03-site-
ancient-artists-dinosaur-footprints.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-56479-3
https://phys.org/news/2024-03-site-ancient-artists-dinosaur-footprints.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-03-site-ancient-artists-dinosaur-footprints.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

