
 

El Nino raises food security risk in southern
Africa: FAO
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Major growing areas in Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe
received only 80 percent of average rainfall during the mid-November-to-
February summer period.

The El Niño weather phenomenon, coupled with widespread drought, is
posing an increasing risk to food security in southern Africa, a UN
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agency warned Friday.

Major growing areas in Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and
Zimbabwe received only 80 percent of average rainfall during the mid-
November-to-February summer period in the southern hemisphere, the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said.

In a report, the FAO said "significant rainfall deficits" were recorded in
February, a period when water stress has a greater impact on crop yields.

Higher than usual temperatures and an "erratic" distribution of
precipitation have made the situation worse, the FAO said in the Crop
Prospects and Food Situation, which is published three times a year.

South Africa, the region's largest cereal producer, also suffered from
scant rain and high temperatures in January and February, likely to lead
to a drop in the maize harvest compared to last year—albeit without
falling below the average of the last five years.

Cereal production in the region is expected to decline overall this year,
increasing the need to resort to imports.

Access to food could be further affected by a fall in income for residents
of rural areas and a possible increase in prices due to supply pressures,
according to the FAO.

The situation is exacerbated by the weakness of local currencies which
helps to push up the cost of living in several countries, the UN agency
added.

Zambia had already at the end of last month officially described the
drought there as a "national disaster," which has devastated agriculture.
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El Niño is a natural weather phenomenon, corresponding to a warming
of a large part of the tropical Pacific. It occurs every two to seven years
and lasts between nine and 12 months.

According to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), El Niño
reached a peak in December but should still result in above-normal
temperatures until May over almost all land areas.

Earlier this week the WMO said the latest El Niño was one of the five
strongest ever recorded, adding its impact will continue over the coming
months by fuelling heat trapped in the atmosphere by greenhouse gases.

© 2024 AFP

Citation: El Nino raises food security risk in southern Africa: FAO (2024, March 8) retrieved 27
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2024-03-el-nino-food-southern-africa.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2024-03-el-nino-food-southern-africa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

