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University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign agricultural and consumer
economist Maria Kalaitzandonakes recently completed a survey of U.S.
consumers, gauging their perceptions of market share and tendency to
overcharge by different players in the food system. The survey was in
response to continuing consumer frustration at the grocery store, despite
cooling inflation, an issue at the center of the 2024 presidential
campaign.

"Our results indicate that over 65% of consumers think food
manufacturers are too big or have too much market power. More than
70% of consumers think that food manufacturers, grocery stores, and
restaurants are overcharging consumers," Kalaitzandonakes said.

Interestingly, political affiliation didn't sway survey responses.

"There aren't many things that the U.S. public agrees on, but this seems
to be an exception," Kalaitzandonakes said. "Democrats, Republicans,
and Independents all feel like they're being overcharged."

Kalaitzandonakes, an assistant professor in the Department of
Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) in the College of
Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences (ACES) at Illinois,
is available to discuss consumer perceptions of food pricing and other
issues in the food system. She co-authored the study with Jonathan
Coppess, also a professor in ACE, and Brenna Ellison from Purdue
University.

  More information: Maria Kalaitzandonakes et al, Sizing Up the Food
System: US Consumers' Perceptions of Food System Firm Sizes and
Pricing (2024)
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https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2024/03/sizing-up-the-food-system-us-consumers-perceptions-of-food-system-firm-sizes-and-pricing.html
https://phys.org/tags/political+affiliation/
https://phys.org/tags/food+system/
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2024/03/sizing-up-the-food-system-us-consumers-perceptions-of-food-system-firm-sizes-and-pricing.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2024/03/sizing-up-the-food-system-us-consumers-perceptions-of-food-system-firm-sizes-and-pricing.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2024/03/sizing-up-the-food-system-us-consumers-perceptions-of-food-system-firm-sizes-and-pricing.html
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