
 

Canada bids farewell to plastic straws,
cutlery and checkout bags
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Plastic utensils and straws have been used for decades in restaurants and cafes in
Canada, but a crackdown on the cutlery has arrived.

Canadian restaurants and cafes were no longer permitted as of
Wednesday to offer plastic straws, food containers, checkout bags or
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cutlery to customers—despite a court ruling that such restrictions are
unconstitutional.

The regulation banning single-use plastics was introduced last year and
was to be phased in as part of Ottawa's commitment to achieve zero 
plastic waste by 2030.

But it hit a snag in November when a Canadian court ruled in a case
brought by oil and chemical companies that it was "unreasonable and
unconstitutional."

The government went ahead anyway, asking the court to stay an order
quashing the ban while it appeals the decision, and the prohibition
against the manufacture, sale or in-store distribution of single-use
plastics came into force.

Charles Desgens, 29, was having lunch at a restaurant in Saint-Jean-sur-
Richelieu, a short drive from Montreal, as eating establishments were
scrambling to get rid of the last of their plastic inventory.

"I find it very good that the law requires store owners to do it. I don't
think everyone would have done it straight away or it would have taken a
lot of time," he explained.

"It's sometimes simpler if it's disposable, but the little extra effort is
worth it," echoed Helene Boulanger, a 32-year-old engineer.

Still, some like Emile Doucet, of the Parma sandwich restaurant in this
small town of 100,000 inhabitants, lament that it is "not yet very easy to
find alternatives" to plastic.

According to Ottawa, Canadians throw away three million tonnes of
plastic waste each year—including a staggering 15 billion bags annually.

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/single-use+plastics/
https://phys.org/tags/plastic+waste/
https://phys.org/tags/chemical+companies/
https://phys.org/tags/government/


 

Only nine percent of it is recycled.

The government has said it aims to hike that to 90 percent, in line with
European targets for 2029.

"The science is clear: plastic pollution is everywhere, and it harms
wildlife and damages the environment. It is found across Canada and the
world," Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault said in a statement.

A survey by environmental group Oceana Canada found Canadians
overwhelmingly support the plastics ban, which comes as 50 other
nations have also adopted laws to combat plastic pollution.

The world must halve single-use plastics and massively boost the reuse
and recycling of plastics while rolling out alternatives in order to stop
this rampant pollution, the United Nations Environment Program
(UNEP) said in May.

In 2019, 353 million tonnes of plastic waste were produced worldwide,
22 percent of which ended up in landfills, burned or discarded into
nature.
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