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One of world's largest icebergs drifting
beyond Antarctic waters after it was
grounded for 3 decades

November 25 2023
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This images provided by Maxar Technologies shows the A23a iceberg moving
through the sea sea near the Antarctica, on Wednesday Nov. 15, 2023. One of
the world’s largest icebergs, known as A23a, appears to be moving beyond
Antarctic waters after being grounded for more than three decades, according to
the British Antarctic Survey. Credit: Satellite image ©2023 Maxar Technologies
via AP

One of the world's largest icebergs is drifting beyond Antarctic waters,
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after being grounded for more than three decades, according to the
British Antarctic Survey.

The iceberg, known as A23a, split from the Antarctic's Filchner Ice
Shelf in 1986. But it became stuck to the ocean floor and had remained
for many years in the Weddell Sea.

The iceberg is about three times the size of New York City and more
than twice the size of Greater London, measuring around 4,000 square
kilometers (1,500 square miles).

Andrew Fleming, a remote sensing expert from the British Antarctic
Survey, told the BBC on Friday that the iceberg has been drifting for the
past year and now appears to be picking up speed and moving past the
northern tip of the Antarctic Peninsula, helped by wind and ocean
currents.

"I asked a couple of colleagues about this, wondering if there was any
possible change in shelf water temperatures that might have provoked it,
but the consensus is the time had just come," Fleming told the BBC.

"It was grounded since 1986, but eventually it was going to decrease (in
size) sufficiently was to lose grip and start moving," he added.

Fleming said he first spotted movement from the iceberg in 2020. The
British Antarctic Survey said it has now ungrounded and is moving along

ocean currents to sub-Antarctic South Georgia.

© 2023 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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https://phys.org/news/2023-11-world-largest-icebergs-drifting-antarctic.html
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