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California drought status: Stubborn
conditions remain after a wet water year

October 9 2023, by Brianna Taylor, The Sacramento Bee

Credit: Pixabay/CCO Public Domain

California is 99.93% drought-free, according to an update from the U.S.
Drought Monitor. But Del Norte County reentered drought status in
August after having been drought-free since January.
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Approximately 3,000 people remain in drought areas, according to the
U.S. Drought Monitor—a significant decrease from roughly 9,800
people in September and about 903,000 people in August.

The update showed 0.07% of California still has "moderate drought,"
down from 0.22% on Sept. 5.

The state has been free of "severe," "
conditions since April.

extreme" and "exceptional” drought

Drought conditions briefly spiked to 0.24% on Sept. 19 before

decreasing to less than 0.1% one week later for the first time since
February 2020.

Roughly 6% of the state remains in "abnormally dry" conditions for the
seventh week 1n a row. Before that, 25% to 29% of the state had been
abnormally dry from May to mid-August.

Where do reservoir conditions stand?

California's water year wrapped up last weekend with well-above-normal
precipitation totals due to a string of aggressive atmospheric rivers in
January.

"We're looking much better from a reservoir storage standpoint—much
better right now than we were a year ago today," said hydrologic
forecaster Brett Whitin with the California Nevada River Forecast
Center.

In January, the state endured record-breaking rainfall that caused
flooding, left people without power, destroyed homes and killed close to
20 people, including several in Sacramento County. Winter storms that
continued through March created the deepest snowpack recorded across
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the Sierra Nevada in at least 40 years.

A large amount of precipitation measured at higher elevations came in
the form of snow, said Whitin, who analyzes both short- and long-range
forecasts for the water supplies of major reservoirs across California.

The snowflakes were colder than the rain and generated a record-
breaking snowpack in the southern Sierra.

2023 The Sacramento Bee.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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