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In recent months, there has been increasing focus on crime committed
by young people in Australia. Politicians are coming under more
pressure to respond to these well-publicized criminal acts and the public
perceptions that Australia is in the grips of a youth crime crisis.
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In Queensland for instance, a group called Voice for Victims has been 
holding protests and recently met with Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk to
push their demands for a stronger law and order response and higher
assistance payments to victims.

But is youth crime actually increasing? Are we at crisis point? It depends
on how we define a crisis and what the data says.

Youth offending crime data

The minimum age of criminal responsibility is ten years old in all states
and territories, except the Northern Territory which recently raised the
age to 12. Young people between the ages of ten and 13 can only be held
criminally responsible, though, if it can be shown they knew what they
were doing was seriously wrong.

In Victoria, crime statistics show that from 2014 to 2023, the rate of
incidents involving youth offenders has been trending downward
(despite some fluctuations).

However, from 2021-22 to 2022-23, there was a 24% increase in the rate
of incidents committed by youth offenders under the age of 17, per
100,000 of population.

Likewise, data from New South Wales from 2011 to 2022 shows the rate
of ten to 17 year olds being proceeded against by police has also been
trending downward. This means the suspected offenders either faced
court or a Youth Justice Conference, or received a caution from police.

However, from 2021 to 2022, the rate of young people being proceeded
against by police increased by 7%, per 100,000 of population. The rate
of those proceeding to court for more serious offenses increased by 11%
for the same period.
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https://www.news.com.au/national/queensland/politics/protesters-call-for-zero-tolerance-on-youth-crime/news-story/52d9c2ef69cc42fcfcf76a074531a115
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https://nt.gov.au/law/young-people/raising-minimum-age-of-criminal-responsibility
https://nt.gov.au/law/young-people/raising-minimum-age-of-criminal-responsibility
https://www.crimestatistics.vic.gov.au/crime-statistics/latest-victorian-crime-data/alleged-offender-incidents-2
https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Pages/bocsar_pages/Young-people.aspx
https://phys.org/tags/young+people/


 

And the 2021-22 Queensland Crime Report showed a 13.7% increase in
the number of children aged ten to 17 being proceeded against by police,
compared to the previous year. The total number of youth offenders
reached 52,742, the highest number in ten years.

In most of the other states and territories, Australian Bureau of Statistics
data shows the youth offending rates have trended downward over the
past decade. From 2020-21 to 2021-22, these rates have either remained
steady or decreased in most states and territories. Only the Northern
Territory showed a larger increase of 13%.

It should be noted the ABS youth offender rate only counts how many
unique offenders came into contact with police—each offender is only
counted once, regardless of how many times they may have offended in
the period. This means it does not provide an indication of overall
recidivism rates by individual young people.

The ABS does, however, provide other data on recidivism. In 2021-22,
the proportion of youth offenders proceeded against by police more than
once increased in several localities, including Queensland (10%),
Tasmania (17%), the NT (5%) and the ACT (8.5%). The other states
showed only minor changes from the previous year.

Queensland courts can declare a youth offender a serious repeat
offender under the Youth Justice Act. These young people are identified
using a special index, which considers a young person's offending history
(including the frequency and seriousness), the time a young person has
spent in custody and their age.

In 2021-22 in Queensland, nearly half of all youth offenses were
committed by serious repeat offenders.

Which offenses are showing increases?
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https://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/issues/7856/crime-report-qld-2021-22.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/recorded-crime-offenders/2021-22#data-downloads
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/recorded-crime-offenders/latest-release#queensland
https://phys.org/tags/offender/
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/recorded-crime-offenders/2021-22
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/qld/consol_act/yja1992185/s150a.html
https://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/756649/cc-ar-2021-2022.pdf


 

In Queensland, the most prevalent offenses for young people in 2021-22
included theft, break and enter, and stolen vehicles.

Even though only 18% of all offenders in Queensland were under the
age of 18, these youth offenders accounted for more than 50% of all
break and enter, robbery and stolen vehicle offenders during the year.
For stolen vehicles, the number of youth offenders almost doubled
between 2012 and 2022.

In NSW, the most common offenses for young people in 2022 were
theft, break and enter, and stalking or harassment. Compared to 2021,
young people proceeded against by police for thefts had increased by
21% and for break and enters by 55%.

And in Victoria, the most common incidents for youth offenders in
2022-23 were crimes against the person (a 29% increase compared to
2021-2022), property offenses (36% increase) and public offenses such
as public nuisance, and disorderly and offensive conduct (29% increase).

A crisis is a matter of perception

A sense of crisis is created to some degree by not only rising crime rates,
but also a sense of helplessness felt by the community and a perceived
failing of the government to provide for a safe and secure community.

How the public perceives crime issues is just as important as the reality
of crime trends themselves. The Commonwealth Report on Government
Services provides a snapshot of perceptions of safety. In 2021-22, 89%
of people felt safe at home at night, while just 32.7% felt safe on public
transport and 53.8% on the street.

Last week, a survey of Queenslanders showed nearly half of respondents
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https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/qld-politics/yougov-poll-shows-queenslanders-living-in-state-of-fear-over-youth-crime-epidemic/news-story/39cb70d4de22debe1ababdf63d88331b


 

believed youth crime was increasing or at a crisis point. Three-quarters
of respondents had taken steps to improve their home security in the last
year.

In Queensland, the government is responding to these concerns with
tougher measures. It has controversially proposed using police
watchhouses to detain youth offenders, overriding its own Human Rights
Act with a special provision only meant to be used in exceptional
circumstances.

The government said this was necessary because the state's youth
detention centers were full and, due to an increase in serious youth
offenders, it needed to use police watchhouses to detain them to ensure
the community is protected.

Youth justice advocates warn these watchhouses, however, are not
suitable places for children, in part, because they could be held with
adults and many of the facilities lack exercise yards, natural light and
visitor facilities.

Given the recent protests in Queensland, it is reasonable to conclude
there is a perception of a crisis in the community over the inability of
governments to deal adequately with youth crime, specifically repeat
offenders.

While action needs to be taken in the short term to address community
safety concerns, all states and territories also need to address the longer-
term, multi-factoral causes of youth crime, such as truancy and
disengagement from school, drug usage, domestic violence in the home
and poor parenting.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-23/qld-watch-house-youth-crime-human-rights-prison/102767700
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/bills/2022/3118/Child-Protection-(Offender-Reporting-and-Offender-Prohibition-Order)-and-Other-Legislation-Amendment-Bill-2022---SoC-to-Govt-ACID-4d7c.pdf
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/bills/2022/3118/Child-Protection-(Offender-Reporting-and-Offender-Prohibition-Order)-and-Other-Legislation-Amendment-Bill-2022---SoC-to-Govt-ACID-4d7c.pdf
https://phys.org/tags/youth/
https://phys.org/tags/crime/
https://theconversation.com
https://theconversation.com/is-australia-in-the-grips-of-a-youth-crime-crisis-this-is-what-the-data-says-213655
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