
 

New England getting more rain, watching
Hurricane Lee's path after flooding,
sinkholes

September 13 2023, by MICHAEL CASEY and KATHY
McCORMACK

  
 

  

Vehicles make their way through a flooded Lancaster Street during heavy rain in
Leominster, Mass., Monday, Sept. 11, 2023. Credit: Rick Cinclair/Worcester
Telegram & Gazette via AP
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More heavy rain began falling Wednesday in New England, where
residents kept one eye on cleanup and another on the path of Hurricane
Lee after downpours dropped nearly 10 inches (25 centimeters) of rain
in six hours and flooded parts of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

The rainfall was a "200-year event," said Matthew Belk, a meteorologist
with the National Weather Service in Boston. Massachusetts Gov. Maura
Healey issued a state of emergency Tuesday night following the
"catastrophic flash flooding and property damage" in two counties and
other communities.

The rain created sinkholes in Leominster, Massachusetts. Cars sank into
the ground at an auto dealership. The front yard collapsed at one house,
resulting in a 15-foot (4.6-meter) hole that exposed the foundation.

Andre Obin said his parents, who have lived in the home for many years,
were able to pull out of their driveway shortly before the cave-in.

"We're just so lucky that the pavement didn't give out underneath the
vehicle," he told WCVB-TV.

Parts of Connecticut and Massachusetts were under a flash flood
warning Wednesday morning. In Danbury, Connecticut, where there
were heavy downpours, officials said they had to rescue several people
from their vehicles after they got stuck in floodwaters.

Rain from Hurricane Lee didn't contribute to the flooding earlier this
week. But it could inundate parts of the coastal Northeast during the
weekend, forecasters said. Lee is traveling north and could make landfall
in Nova Scotia, Canada, possibly as a tropical storm, forecasters said.
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https://www.wcvb.com/article/leominster-sinkhole-pleasant-street-massachusetts/45107615


 

  

Firefighters use boats and a military truck to evacuate residents and pets as
floodwaters rise in the Meadowbrook Acres neighborhood of Leominster, Mass.,
Monday, Sept. 11, 2023. Credit: Rick Cinclair/Worcester Telegram & Gazette
via AP

Up to 300 people were evacuated by Tuesday morning in Leominster,
about 40 miles (64 kilometers) northwest of Boston, Mayor Dean
Mazzarella said. He said the city has not seen such widespread damage
since a 1936 hurricane. Most buildings downtown flooded and some
collapsed. Rail service also was disrupted.

Leominster's director of emergency management, Arthur Elbthal, said
two dams out of 24 in the city sustained damage but held. He said the
city is reinforcing them.
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Belk said a trained spotter near Leominster recorded 9.5 inches (24
centimeters) of rain. The record for rainfall in a single day in
Massachusetts was set Aug. 18, 1955, when Tropical Storm Diane
dropped just over 18 inches (nearly 46 centimeters) in Westfield, Belk
said.

Healey said she's keeping a close eye on the forecast and how Hurricane
Lee may affect the state as she toured flood damage in North
Attleborough, about 55 miles (89 kilometers) south of Leominster.

  
 

  

A brook in Leominster, Mass. overflows into the garage of a home following
heavy rains overnight, Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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"It was really scary, the amount of water that fell in just a short amount
of time and the incredible devastation that it caused," Healey said,
adding she had reached out to the Biden administration, the state's
congressional delegation and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency for assistance.

Dawn Packer, who runs a North Attleborough home preschool, looked
across the street Monday evening to see a UPS truck floating in several
feet of water. Soon her yard was flooding.

"We ran downstairs. It was dry. We were happy about that. I started
putting all my child care center stuff up high. All of sudden, the door
smashed open. The water was so forceful. It just smashed the door open
and poured in, 4 feet," she said. "The refrigerator just shot up into the air
and fell down on its side. It was horrific."
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Workers survey the damage to a Commuter Rail train line which was washed out
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, in Leominster, Mass. after heavy rain fall in the town
overnight. Credit: AP Photo/Josh Reynolds

On Tuesday, a generator was rumbling in their backyard as Packer and
her husband tallied their losses—as much as $30,000 to $40,000 to fix
an electrical system and rebuild her business.

"It's devastating to see," Packer said, her voice breaking.

Nathan Bonneau's North Attleborough home was condemned Tuesday
after a building inspector assessed the flood damage. He said the water
rose nearly to his height of 5 feet 10 inches (178 centimeters).

"It just kept getting worse," he said. "I watched the water go from
trickling into my garage floor to coming in my front door in a matter of
35 minutes."

Early Tuesday, the city evacuated people who live near the Barrett Park
Pond Dam as a precaution. The 15-foot-tall (4.5-meter-tall) earthen
structure is listed in poor condition and posing a significant hazard, but
would not be expected to cause loss of life, according to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers' National Inventory of Dams. The database shows it
was last inspected in November 2017.

  
 

6/28



 

  

A man surveys damage to a house on Hamilton Street in Leominster, Mass. after
heavy rain fall in the town overnight. Credit: AP Photo/Josh Reynolds

Some roads in Rhode Island and in Nashua, New Hampshire, were also
inundated.

In Providence, Rhode Island, downpours flooded a parking lot and parts
of a shopping mall. Firefighters used inflatable boats to rescue more than
two dozen people stranded in cars.

New England has experienced its share of flooding this summer,
including a storm that dumped up to two months of rain in two days in
Vermont in July, resulting in two deaths.
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Atmospheric scientists say floods in different parts of the world are
fueled by climate change.

Mathew Barlow, a climate scientist at the University of Massachusetts-
Lowell, said heat spurred by climate change means the air can hold more
more water.

"As long as fossil fuel emissions continue, this will get worse," he said.
"So this won't be a new normal. This will be a way station on the way to
ever more intense systems unless we choose to dramatically decrease
emissions."

  
 

  

This photo provided by Rhode Island Dept. of Transportation shows flooding at
a shopping plaza in Providence, R.I., Monday, Sept. 11, 2023. Heavy rainfall has
flooded parts of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, with one city declaring a state
of emergency as water poured into homes, creating moats around their
foundations, and stranded drivers.Credit: RIDOT via AP
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https://phys.org/news/2023-07-deadly-countries-scientists-common.html


 

  
 

  

Roads and sidewalks are damaged following heavy rain in Leominster, Mass.,
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. The deluge flooded other parts of Massachusetts as well
as Rhode Island. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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Roads and sidewalks are damaged following heavy rain in Leominster, Mass.,
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. The deluge flooded other parts of Massachusetts as well
as Rhode Island. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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Homeowner John Schiller assesses damage to the his driveway after heavy
rainfall in Leominster, Mass. and other parts of Massachusetts, Tuesday, Sept.
12, 2023. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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From left, car dealership owner Rick Durand Owner of Durand Cadillac and
controller Michelle Bettez react beside three vehicles that fell into a sinkhole that
was washed out of his car dealership Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, in Leominster,
Mass. after more than 9 inches of rain fell overnight. Credit: AP Photo/Josh
Reynolds
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From left, car dealership owner Rick Durand Owner of Durand Cadillac and
controller Michelle Bettez react beside three vehicles that fell into a sinkhole that
was washed out of his car dealership Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, in Leominster,
Mass. after more than 9 inches of rain fell overnight. Credit: AP Photo/Josh
Reynolds
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Roads and sidewalks are damaged following heavy rain in Leominster, Mass.,
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. The deluge flooded other parts of Massachusetts as well
as Rhode Island. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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Road crews assess a sinkhole on Chestnut Street in Leominster, Mass., Tuesday,
Sept. 12, 2023. Parts of Massachusetts and Rhode Island were flooded by heavy
rain Monday night. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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Water from a nearby overflowing river submerges the parking lot at the Sterling
Lofts apartment complex in Attleboro, Mass. Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. Credit:
Mark Stockwell/The Sun Chronicle via AP
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Yellow caution tape surrounds a sinkhole in Leominster, Mass., Tuesday, Sept.
12, 2023. Parts of Massachusetts and Rhode Island were flooded by heavy rain
Monday night. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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Tex Barry's Hot Dogs and surrounding businesses on County Street next to the
Bungay River in Attleboro, Mass. remain closed due to flooding from heavy rain
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. Credit: Mark Stockwell/The Sun Chronicle via AP
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Home owner John Schuller assesses flood damage to the road leading to his
house in Leominster, Mass., Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. Credit: AP Photo/Michael
Casey
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Businesses on County Street in Attleboro, Mass. remain closed due to flooding
from heavy rain Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. Credit: Mark Stockwell/The Sun
Chronicle via AP
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A brook in Leominster, Mass. overflows into the garage of a home following
heavy rains overnight, Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Casey
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Tex Barry's Hot Dogs, at right, and surrounding businesses on County Street in
Attleboro, Mass. remain closed due to flooding from heavy rain Tuesday, Sept.
12, 2023. Credit: Mark Stockwell/The Sun Chronicle via AP
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Workers survey the damage to a Commuter Rail train line which was washed out
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, in Leominster, Mass. after heavy rain fall in the town
overnight. Credit: AP Photo/Josh Reynolds
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Crews work on a section of Pleasant Street in Leominster, Mass., which was
washed out Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, after heavy rain fall in the town overnight.
Credit: AP Photo/Josh Reynolds
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Keolis employees survey the damage to a Commuter Rail train abutment which
was washed out Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, in Leominster, Mass. after heavy rain
fall in the town overnight. Credit: AP Photo/Josh Reynolds
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Phillip Eng, General Manager and CEO of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority, second from left, speaks with crews surveying damage to a Commuter
Rail train linewhich was washed out Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, in Leominster,
Mass. after heavy rain fall in the town overnight. Credit: AP Photo/Josh
Reynolds
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Scott Belliveau who is currently living in South Carolina had his friends Bob
Warren, removing the headsail on September 12, 2023, and Fran Grenon prepare
his sailboat moored in Mattapoisett, Mass. harbor for the possible hurricane Lee
making landfall at the end of the week. Credit: Peter Pereira/The Standard-
Times via AP

___

Correction note: This story has been updated to correct the spelling of
Dawn Packer's last name in one instance, from Packard, and to correct
the time elements in the portion of the story where Packer is included.

© 2023 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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