
 

Efforts to clean up power sector too slow:
watchdog
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A 'spree' of permits for new coal plants in China was seen as concerning.

Many of the most polluting countries are failing to cut carbon emissions
from their energy sectors quickly enough to meet the goal of limiting
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, a watchdog said on Tuesday.

The report comes days after the United Nations said the world was
facing catastrophic climate change and was perilously far from meeting
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goals for slashing carbon pollution.

Slashing greenhouse gas emissions from the highly polluting power
generation sector is vital to meet the goal of the 2015 Paris Agreement.

Under that accord, nations agreed to try and cap Earth's temperature rise
to 1.5C above mid-19th century levels.

A fierce debate over how to move away from generating energy by
burning fossil fuels is likely to take center stage at crunch UN climate
talks beginning in Dubai in November. The negotiations are seen as the
most important since the Paris deal.

Climate Action Tracker (CAT), a scientific monitoring group, measured
what progress had been made towards meeting the 1.5C goal—both
worldwide and in individual countries—by setting targets for the share
of gas, coal and renewables countries used to generate power.

None of the countries or blocs assessed—Australia, Brazil, Britain,
Chile, China, the European Union, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Mexico, Morocco, Turkey, South Africa, the United Arab Emirates and
the United States—were fully on track to meet the targets, it said.

"Governments still appear to be hedging their bets and procrastinating on
a fossil fuel phaseout" despite the opportunities for wind and solar
expansion, said the report's lead author, Neil Grant.

The future of fossil fuels, he said, is "one of swift decline".

To clean up the power sector by 2040, developed nations must phase out
coal by 2030 and "unabated" fossil gas by 2035. Developing countries
need to follow suit by 2040, CAT said.
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"Unabated" generally refers to fossil fuels that are burned without their
polluting emissions being captured before they are released into the
atmosphere.

All countries must derive more than 80 percent of their electricity from 
renewable sources like wind and solar by 2035, and between 90 and 100
percent by 2050, if they are to meet the CAT benchmarks.

No country CAT analyzed had an explicit gas phaseout plan, it said.

Most countries were not doing enough to speed up their transition to
renewable energy, with Japan and Mexico the worst laggards, it said.

Despite plans for new coal plants falling globally, the report raised
concerns about a "spree" of permits for new facilities in China.

Renewables boom 'too slow'

No country was on track to meet all the three targets, CAT said.

Britain was the only country to be on track to meet one of the targets
because it planned to phase out coal by 2024, it said.

The EU, Germany, Chile and South Africa were moving in the right
direction.

The targets the United States and Britain have set for decarbonising their
power sectors by 2035 are in line with the 1.5C goal. But both countries
need to do more to actually achieve these targets, the report said.

And renewables are not being brought on stream fast enough to enable
fossil fuels to be phased out in time, it said.
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It did note, however, that Germany and Chile were "ahead of the pack"
in switching to renewables.

Oil-producing nations have for years touted the idea of capturing carbon
emissions before they go out into the atmosphere as a potential solution
for curbing global warming.

Climate experts warn this could be a distraction from urgently weaning
the world off fossil fuels.

The oil- and gas-dependent United Arab Emirates, which will host the
key UN climate talks in November, advocates phasing out carbon
emissions rather than the fossil fuels themselves.

But CAT pointed out that carbon capture and storage could play no role
in curbing greenhouse gas pollution from the coal sector and only a
marginal one in gas-derived energy.

As for developing nations, they urgently need financial aid to wean
themselves off fossil fuels, the group said.

The handful of "Just Energy Transition Partnerships" initiatives
championed by wealthier countries was insufficient, it said.
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