
 

Why ongoing worker safety training is
critical to effective disaster response

July 19 2023, by Michelle Edelstein
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When it comes to disaster response and recovery operations, it is crucial
that workers are prepared before there is an emergency, according to
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Rutgers researchers.

Their study, published in New Solutions: A Journal of Environmental and
Occupational Health Policy, outlines the importance of the Worker
Training Program to United States emergency and disaster-response
infrastructure.

"It is essential to identify and deliver core disaster training to responders
and workers on a routine basis prior to an [emergency] event," said
Mitchel Rosen, an associate professor at the Rutgers School of Public
Health. "The failure to provide preventative vital core training prior to
has been recognized as a weakness in disaster response."

The authors of the study noted opportunities to improve disaster and
emergency readiness learned through this program and provided their
experiences training workers during numerous disasters between 2001
and 2016. The adequate provision of personal protective equipment was
identified as a continued weakness in disaster and emergency response.

Federal guidelines are often inadequate during an emergency, according
to Rutgers researchers who said that guidelines don't carry the legal
responsibility of regulations. For example, the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration in March 2022 issued an alert and guidance
document on identifying and controlling workplace exposure to
COVID-19, that was merely "advisory in nature." A legally enforceable
emergency temporary standard wasn't issued until June 2021.

"As disasters strike, training should be supplemented with critical site-
specific training to properly prepare responders and workers during the
disaster as well as provide ongoing core training to prepare for the next
disaster," Rosen said.

The challenge is twofold, as " responders must be prepared with an

2/4

https://phys.org/tags/disaster+response/
https://phys.org/tags/personal+protective+equipment/
https://phys.org/tags/emergency+response/


 

adequate supply of appropriate and properly fitting personal protective
equipment and the training so they have the knowledge and skills on the
proper use," said Rosen, who is the director of the Center for Public
Health Workforce Development at the Rutgers School of Public Health.

Other lessons learned include ensuring communication systems are in
place between offices, agencies and jurisdictions, and that information is
available in multiple languages when needed. Researchers said proactive
partnership planning will allow responders to effectively assist groups
most likely to be disproportionately impacted by emergencies and
disasters.

The NIEHS Worker Training Program at Rutgers and other institutions
throughout the U.S. has successfully trained workers to respond
effectively to disasters and emergencies. Rutgers researchers added that
participants in the NIEHS Worker Training Program should be seen as a
valuable source for identifying gaps and improving our country's disaster-
response infrastructure and ensuring worker safety remains the top
priority.

Rutgers is part of a national network of nonprofit and educational
institutions tasked with ensuring workers have the knowledge and skills
that they need to stay safe on the job, both in everyday conditions and
when called upon to confront emergencies and disasters. The National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) Worker Training
Program has funded a network of organizations who can be called upon
to train and be deployed to emergencies and disasters when needed.

  More information: Mitchel Rosen et al, Responding to Disasters:
Training Can Overcome Issues in Disaster Response, New Solutions: A
Journal of Environmental and Occupational Health Policy (2023). DOI:
10.1177/10482911231179916

3/4

https://phys.org/tags/communication+systems/
https://phys.org/tags/educational+institutions/
https://phys.org/tags/educational+institutions/
https://phys.org/tags/workers/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1177/10482911231179916
https://dx.doi.org/10.1177/10482911231179916


 

Provided by Rutgers University

Citation: Why ongoing worker safety training is critical to effective disaster response (2023, July
19) retrieved 29 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2023-07-ongoing-worker-safety-critical-
effective.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://phys.org/news/2023-07-ongoing-worker-safety-critical-effective.html
https://phys.org/news/2023-07-ongoing-worker-safety-critical-effective.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

