
 

Germany returns 'stolen' dinosaur fossil to
Brazil

June 5 2023

  
 

  

A handout photo released by Brazil’s Ministry of Science and Technology shows
the fossil of a rare dinosaud that had been taken irregularly to Germany three
decades ago after being returned to Brazil at the Minister of Science and
Technology headquarter in Brasilia, Brazil, on June 5, 2023.

A fossil from a rare dinosaur that roamed South America 110 million
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years ago has been returned to Brazil from Germany, ending a
diplomatic spat triggered by charges that researchers stole it.

The small dino, called Ubirajara jubatus, which had an early form of
feathers and spearlike rods jutting from its shoulders, fascinated
scientists, who identified it as previously unknown species in a paper
published in 2020.

But it soon sparked a scientific and ethical scandal, when Brazilian
researchers accused the German team behind the paper of illegally
removing the fossil from Brazil.

After a nearly three-year standoff, a delegation led by German Foreign
Minister Annalena Baerbock returned the fossil Sunday during a visit to
Brasilia, officials said.

"The Ubirajara jubatus fossil, the first non-avian dinosaur with feather-
like structures found in South America, has been returned to Brazil," the
Brazilian science and technology ministry said in a statement Monday.

The fossil was found in 1990 by a team of paleontologists in the
northeastern state of Ceara. They took it to Germany to study it, housing
it in the State Museum of Natural History in Karlsruhe.

But Brazilian scientists cried foul after the publication of the December
2020 paper identifying the fossil as a new species, saying the specimen
had been removed from the country irregularly.

Local legislation establishes that fossils found in Brazil belong to the
state, and that foreign researchers must collaborate with a Brazilian
institution if they want to export them.

Scientists launched an online campaign calling for the fossil to be
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returned, under the hashtag #UbirajarabelongstoBR.

"Without the mobilization of the Brazilian scientific community, we
would not have been successful," Science and Technology Minister
Inacio Arruda said.

The 11.5-kilo (25-pound) specimen will now be housed at a university
paleontology museum in Ceara.
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