
 

Slow-paced nature TV captivates Swedish
audiences
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A moose calf runs through the snow at a farm in Duved, Sweden in March.

Using dozens of cameras set up throughout Sweden's massive forests,
weeks-long live broadcasts of elk and other wild animals, or just as often
not much at all, have captured Swedish audiences' hearts.

1/5



 

As three elks timidly approach a lake on screen, comments next to the
live feed flood in. "Go on!", "Jump in!", "They're beautiful!" people
write before the elk eventually turn back and move away.

It's a typical scene from the programme "Den Stora Algvandringen"
("The Great Elk Migration"), another example of so-called "slow TV",
where things are just left to happen at their own pace and are an antidote
to the stress of everyday life.

The genre was originally initiated in 2009 in Norway with the broadcast
of a seven-hour recording from a camera attached to a train travelling
through the snowy countryside.

Aired for a few weeks each spring by public broadcaster SVT on TV and
online, "Den Stora Algvandringen" attracts a large community that
watches and comments on the animals' every move.

"Moose (elks) are called the kings of the forest," Ingvar Persson, a
regular viewer, told AFP.

There are over 300,000 of them in Sweden.

Popular

"They are a very special symbol for Swedish people," the 61-year-old
added.

A hunter in his spare time, Persson said he enjoys the slow and natural
pace of the show.

"It's kind of relaxing and also fascinating... Most of the time you spend
in a forest there won't be that much happening.
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A moose cow eats at a moose farm in Duved, Sweden.
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"It's basically wind blowing and you are waiting for something hopefully
showing up. You might think that a day spent waiting would be a day lost
but it's not," Persson said.

Launched five years ago, the production has been a major success in the
Scandinavian country, with viewers logging a combined 12 million hours
in 2022. The latest broadcasts started on April 23 and 2023 looks to be a
record year.

"I had no idea it would be this popular," producer Johan Erhag said.

"On all the social media, everything is very stressed. There's a lot of
music in programmes. There's a lot of speaking. And this is the totally
opposite way," Erhag explained.

Not like Disney

"We can't decide what happens... We don't want to do a Disney
programme where everything is perfect. I mean, this is nature, anything
can happen. And we really want to show what it is like," he added.

The video feed is monitored in real time from a control room lined with
screens.

Teams work shifts day and night to offer alternating viewpoints from 30
cameras—some of which can be controlled remotely—scattered around
the Kullberg region in the centre of the country.

In the spring, the region is known to be a popular route for large
mammals heading to new pastures.

"Even if it's not a motion forward, there are still many things to look at
and it still communicates this feeling of nature," Anders Lindberg, a
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columnist for Swedish newspaper Aftonbladet, told AFP.

"It's a form of meditation, which I think for many people is something
that they need in their lives, and something they lack for example in big
cities like Stockholm," he added.

"It's TV, it's show business and it's quite good show business. I think this
could be exported to other countries also. The whole concept of sitting
and watching nothing happening for hours and hours could be quite
healthy for more people than us".

© 2023 AFP

Citation: Slow-paced nature TV captivates Swedish audiences (2023, May 8) retrieved 24 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2023-05-slow-paced-nature-tv-captivates-swedish.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

5/5

https://phys.org/news/2023-05-slow-paced-nature-tv-captivates-swedish.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

