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Possible meteorite crashes into New Jersey
home, no injuries

May 9 2023

This image provided by Hopewell Township Police Department shows a metallic
object believed to be a meteorite on a hardwood floor at a residence in Hopewell
Township, N.J. The object punched a hole in the roof of the central New Jersey
home, smashing into a hardwood floor and bouncing around a bedroom. The
family who owns the home discovered the black, potato-sized rock in a corner —
still warm. Credit: Hopewell Township Police Department via AP
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A metallic object believed to be a meteorite punched a hole in the roof
of a central New Jersey home this week, smashing into a hardwood floor
and bouncing around a bedroom. The family who owns the home
discovered the black, potato-sized rock in a corner—still warm.

Nobody was hurt and there was no serious damage to the residence, said
police in Hopewell Township, north of the state capital Trenton. The
object measures about 4 by 6 inches (10 by 15 centimeters) and weighs
about four pounds (1.8 kilograms), police said.

Suzy Kop, whose family owns the home, said they initially thought
someone had thrown a rock into an upstairs bedroom Monday, but soon
realized that wasn't the case. The family plans to meet with an
astrophysicist who will further examine the object.

"We are thinking it's a meteorite, came through here, hit the floor here
because that's completely damaged, it ricocheted up to this part of the
ceiling and then finally rested on the floor there," Kop told KYW-TV in
Philadelphia. "I did touch the thing because it thought it was a random
rock, I don't know, and it was warm."
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https://www.hopewelltwp.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1195
https://phys.org/tags/police/
https://phys.org/tags/family/
https://phys.org/tags/meteorite/
https://phys.org/tags/floor/
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/meteorite-strikes-new-jersey-home-hopewell-township-mercer-county/
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/meteorite-strikes-new-jersey-home-hopewell-township-mercer-county/
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This image provided by Hopewell Township Police Department shows a metallic
object believed to be a meteorite on a hardwood floor at a residence in Hopewell
Township, N.J. The object punched a hole in the roof of the central New Jersey
home, smashing into a hardwood floor and bouncing around a bedroom. The
family who owns the home discovered the black, potato-sized rock in a corner —
still warm. Credit: Hopewell Township Police Department via AP
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This image provided by Hopewell Township Police Department shows a metallic
object believed to be a meteorite on a hardwood floor at a residence in Hopewell
Township, N.J. The object punched a hole in the roof of the central New Jersey
home, smashing into a hardwood floor and bouncing around a bedroom. The
family who owns the home discovered the black, potato-sized rock in a corner —
still warm. Credit: Hopewell Township Police Department via AP

Kop said hazmat officials responded to their home to check it out along
with her family, in case they had been exposed to some type of
radioactive material, but those checks were all negative.
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be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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