
 

Senegalese recyclers seek solutions in fight
against plastic

March 9 2023, by Adrien MAROTTE

  
 

  

Plastic crisis: Beaches in Senegal are smothered in discarded waste.

Discarded containers and bags are an eyesore in many towns, while
beaches are covered by debris—Senegal's notorious problem of plastic
pollution is not going away.
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Fly-tipping is a scourge and landfills like the sprawling Mbeubeuss site
near the capital Dakar are overstretched, with several thousand tonnes of
detritus dumped daily, polluting the ground and water.

For young Senegalese entrepreneurs keen on cleaning up their country
and turning a profit in the process, enthusiasm is not lacking—but
technology, funding and public awareness are.

President Macky Sall has proposed turning Senegal into a "zero waste"
nation and banned single-use plastics in 2020.

But after decades of chaotic management in dealing with the problems,
activists see negligible progress.

"The law is still not applied and alternative solutions are not put
forward," said Aisha Conte, head of the country's zero-waste association.

Recycling up close

Onboard a ship that recently docked at Dakar, Baptiste Lomenech
walked a group of entrepreneurs through some basics in plastic
recycling.

He's a crewmember with Plastic Odyssey, a three-year around-the-world
floating initiative that showcases expertise and equipment to would-be
recyclers living in countries struggling with major plastic pollution.
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The Plastic Odyssey is on a three-year round-the-world tour offering solutions to
locations that are badly hit by plastic pollution.

The Senegalese visitors were given a tour of the recycling process from
start to finish—from shredding and washing old plastic, drying it in a
centrifuge and finally heating it to a molten state and extruding it, so that
it can then be moulded into into a new product.

The idea is to introduce machinery that is simple to use, easy to acquire
and unhindered by patent protection.

The 20-odd crew members demonstrate the techniques and share their
knowledge and experience with the visitors, who are all involved in local
waste projects.
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The questions flowed. How long is the cooling process? How much does
it cost? Can you increase the density?

Lacking state help

"I've broadened my scope and my thinking by coming here. I've seen that
it's doable to instal recycling machines that don't cost a lot," said
Boubacar Diakhite from a company called Defaratt, based in the
northern city of Gandiol.
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Senegal.

"We knew we had the ability to do it but we didn't know how to do it,"
he told AFP.

Twenty-nine-year-old Lenora Hamon said she was planning to launch a 
plastic recycling site in southern Casamance with the Nio Far
association.

"Ideas? It's given me about 100 a minute," she raved.

Every minute, nearly 20 tonnes of plastic waste ends up in the world's
oceans, where it breaks down and enters the food chain.

Larger pieces are swallowed by mammals or birds or broken down, while
tiny specks can affect plankton, a building block of marine life.

Plastic Odyssey's co-founder Simon Bernard said countries needed a two-
pronged approach towards the plastic peril—to drastically reduce the
amount of waste and recycle what was collected.

Young Senegalese entrepreneur Abdoul Bakhy Mbacke said there were
hurdles, but also opportunities, in his country.
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A Senegalese entrepreneur picks up balls made from recycled plastic at a
demonstration on the ship.
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Senegalese rubbish collector Abdou Bakhy Mbacke has a mountain of water
canisters awaiting recycling.

He noted how garbage lorries in his neighbourhood only served the big
streets, which meant that piles of rubbish built up in narrow streets and
alleys.

That opened up a business opportunity.

"We thought of using tricycles to creep through the narrow streets and
provide local rubbish collection," he said.

Businesses and households pay a subscription for his service. He said he
collects 15 tonnes of waste every day, about 20 percent of which is

7/8



 

plastic.

He said he had business partners who recycled the waste but saw a
chance to develop a pilot project with Plastic Odyssey to set up his own
recycling site.

The fledgling industry really needs state help to get off the ground, for
instance in encouraging people to sort out their rubbish, he said.

"In a way, we are substituting for the state at the moment but we're not
discouraged... If the state decides to come in with us, we'd be pleased but
we're not going to be waiting around," he said.
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