
 

Report: Climate change worsening, but we
have the means to act
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Climate change impacts are larger, more rapid and worse than previous
estimates, but humanity has the means to tackle the problem, say leading
authors from The Australian National University (ANU) of the latest
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report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

The new report provides the most comprehensive overview of climate
change across the globe, and is the definitive stocktake of the IPCC's
work over the past seven years.

Professor Mark Howden and Professor Frank Jotzo are among three
Australians who have played a leading role in the new report.

Professor Howden said the IPCC Synthesis Report left no doubt that
climate change poses a clear and present danger to people and to natural
systems.

"The latest IPCC report triggers many alarm bells that we cannot afford
to ignore," Professor Howden said.

"It makes it crystal clear that climate change has rapidly altered the
atmosphere, oceans, land and ice-covered areas. This has generated more
severe extreme weather events and widespread negative impacts on lives,
livelihoods and natural systems.

"More change is likely. For example, in almost all emission scenarios 
global warming reaches 1.5 degrees Celsius in the first half of the 2030s.

"The choices we take now will have consequences in coming decades
and potentially for thousands of years."

Professor Jotzo said the IPCC made clear that immediate action on
climate change was needed and possible.

"Every increment of warming avoided reduces future climate change
damages and risks. And every ton of emissions avoided means less
warming.
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"Meanwhile, the amount of future carbon emissions we have 'in the
bank' has greatly diminished. If we keep going as we are, we won't be
able to keep global temperature rises to below 1.5 degrees Celsius.

"The good news is there is lots of action already under way and lots of
opportunities for action. We know what needs to be done and we have
the technology.

"The actions to take the world economy to a sustainable, net-zero carbon
dioxide pathway are well understood, many are already being rolled out,
are low-cost, and bring other benefits.

"Examples include the shift from coal to clean energy, better land
management and agricultural practices, and the beginning shift towards
electric vehicles.

"Experience shows that clean technology becomes rapidly cheaper when
governments apply suitable policies and businesses invest at large scale.

"The urgency is rising, but so is the opportunity to act to reduce
emissions."

Professor Howden said, "There are also many options to adapt to climate
change that bring substantial co-benefits including emission reduction.

"However, the implementation of these adaptations is not keeping pace
with the changes we are observing. This report tells us how we can do
better."
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