
 

Homeless count in LA shows 18% rise in
three high-priority neighborhoods: Report
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A year-long count of unhoused people in three hot-spot neighborhoods
in Los Angeles has found that their numbers rose by an average of 18%
over the period, despite periodic encampment cleanups and other efforts
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to address the problem, according to a new RAND Corporation report.

The count of unsheltered people conducted from September 2021 to
October 2022 in Hollywood, downtown's Skid Row and Venice found
the rise in the number of unhoused people varied by neighborhood. The
increase was 14.5% in Hollywood, 13% on Skid Row and 32% in
Venice.

Among more than 400 unhoused people surveyed by researchers during
the first six months of the project, nearly 80% reported being
continuously homeless for over a year, and 57% reported being
continuously homeless for more than three years. About half of the
sample reported a chronic health and/or mental health condition.

Among this group, 90% indicated interest in receiving housing and 29%
reported being on a wait list for housing.

"This project provides new insights about the unhoused in these three
high-priority neighborhoods and demonstrates that there is a lot to be
learned by measuring progress on homelessness more regularly than the
once-a-year count of unsheltered people conducted by the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority," said Jason Ward, the report's lead author
and an associate economist at RAND, a nonprofit research organization.

The RAND study, called the Los Angeles Longitudinal Enumeration and
Demographic Survey (LA LEADS) Project, was conducted by the
research organization's professional survey staff. Counts of unhoused
people during the study period were conducted roughly every two weeks
in Skid Row and monthly in Hollywood and Venice.

The RAND project is the largest count of unhoused people in Los
Angeles outside the annual point-in-time effort managed by the Los
Angeles Homeless Services Authority. The countywide count, conducted
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primarily by teams of trained volunteers over a few days every January,
has been the primary data source for the number of unhoused people in
the region for more than a decade.

While the RAND study is designed differently than the annual
countywide tally, RAND researchers conducted some analysis of small
survey areas that had either exact or highly similar boundaries.

While some of the counts of unhoused people were similar, after totaling
up the counts for all the comparison areas, the RAND counts were 15%
larger over a similar period of time than the comparable counts compiled
during the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority's last census in
January 2022.

However, RAND researchers noted that the set of comparison areas
were an arbitrary subset of the larger neighborhoods that were amenable
to exact or very close geographic matching.

"Our findings suggest that in many cases, volunteer-led counts result in
accurate estimates of the area's unsheltered population," Ward said. "But
in other cases, we see evidence of fairly large discrepancies that suggest
possible room for improvements to the Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority process."

Such improvement strategies could include providing better guidance to
volunteers or using more-specialized teams of enumerators for dense or
high-profile areas of the county.

During the year-long count, the RAND team found that the number of
unhoused people in the study neighborhoods varied by as much as 24%
from month to month. This was likely influenced, at least in part, by
activities such as encampment cleanups and other events that prompted
people to move. But the numbers rebounded soon after the declines were
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noted.

Among the unhoused people surveyed by the RAND project, between
83% and 87% said they would accept offers of placement into
permanent supportive housing, a hotel or motel, or a private shelter
setting. About 29% reported being on a wait list and 40% reported that
they had been offered housing since experiencing homelessness in Los
Angeles.

The most common reasons that respondents cited for not moving into
housing were never being contacted for move-in (44%), lack of privacy
(40%), housing safety (35%) and paperwork issues (29%).

About seven out of 10 unsheltered individuals surveyed were men, half
were Black, and about six out of 10 were aged 45 years or older. The
respondents from Skid Row were more likely to be older than the
respondents in Hollywood and Venice, and also were more likely to be
Black.

"Our study contributes to a relatively scant body of evidence about the
sizes and characteristics of unsheltered people in these three Los Angeles
neighborhoods, their experiences and their preferences for housing,"
Ward said. "Improving the accuracy and informativeness of data
measuring the size and locations of the region's unhoused residents is
critical to forming effective policies and measuring their success."

  More information: Recent Trends Among the Unsheltered in Three
Los Angeles Neighborhoods: An Interim Report on the Los Angeles
Longitudinal Enumeration and Demographic Survey (LA LEADS)
Project, (2022). DOI: 10.7249/RRA1890-1. 
www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1890-1.html
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