
 

Lava from Hawaii volcano slows its approach
to key highway

December 1 2022, by CALEB JONES, JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER
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A man talks on a phone in his car alongside Saddle Road as the Mauna Loa
volcano erupts Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo, Hawaii. Hundreds of
people in their cars lined Saddle Road, which connects the east and west sides of
the island, as lava flowed down the side of Mauna Loa and could be seen
fountaining into the air on Wednesday. Credit: AP Photo/Gregory Bull
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Rivers of glowing lava oozing from the world's largest volcano shouldn't
be able to reach the main highway linking the east and west coasts of
Hawaii's Big Island for at least a week, an official said Thursday.

The lava flowing down Mauna Loa has "slowed considerably" since it
reached flat ground, Ken Hon, scientist in charge at the Hawaiian
Volcano Observatory, said at a news conference.

The lava is moving 30 to 40 yards per hour and is 3 1/2 miles south of
Route 200, he said. At that rate, it would be at least a week before it
reaches the highway.

"We don't really know which way the lava flow will ultimately go," Hon
said.

Route 200, known as Saddle Road, bisects the island, connecting the
cities of Hilo and Kailua-Kona. If it becomes impassable, the alternative
is a longer coastal road that adds several hours of driving time to a trip
that normally takes about 1 1/2 hours.

The distance from the road doesn't mean much when thinking about
when or if the lava will meet it, Hon said. The flow has become very
viscous since it hit flat ground.

"Sometimes the lava flow is driving, sometimes it's crawling," he said.

On Wednesday, Hon had given a timeline of two days for the earliest
lava could reach the road but underscored Thursday that was based on
conditions at the time. He also stressed that one week would be the
earliest it would reach the road at its current rate.
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A photographer takes pictures of the Mauna Loa volcano as it erupts
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo, Hawaii. Credit: AP Photo/Gregory Bull
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Janice Hazen of Ocean View, Hawaii, uses a binocular to view the Mauna Loa
volcano as it erupts Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo, Hawaii. Credit: AP
Photo/Gregory Bull
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People stand on lava rock from a previous eruption near the Mauna Loa volcano
as it erupts Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo, Hawaii. Credit: AP
Photo/Gregory Bull
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An offering sits among blackened lava rock from a previous eruption near the
Mauna Loa volcano as it erupts Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo, Hawaii.
Credit: AP Photo/Gregory Bull
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Children run on blackened lava rock from a previous eruption near the Mauna
Loa volcano as it erupts Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo, Hawaii. Credit:
AP Photo/Gregory Bull
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Mike, left, and Janice Hazen, of Ocean View, Hawaii, use a binocular to view
the Mauna Loa volcano as it erupts Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo,
Hawaii. Credit: AP Photo/Gregory Bull
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An overflow of cars sit in a parking lot near the Mauna Loa volcano as it erupts
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, near Hilo, Hawaii. Credit: AP Photo/Gregory Bull

Officials were initially concerned that lava would head toward the
community of South Kona, but scientists later assured the public the
eruption had migrated and wasn't threatening communities.

Gov. David Ige has issued an emergency proclamation to allow
responders to arrive quickly or limit access as needed.

If lava does cross the highway, the Hawaii National Guard can help plan
for alternatives and try to set up bypass routes, the governor said.

Lava crossed the Mauna Loa Observatory access road Monday night and
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cut off its power, Hon said. It's the world's premier station that measures
heat-trapping carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. The federal government
is looking for a temporary alternate site in Hawaii and is contemplating
flying a generator to the observatory to get its power back.

Mauna Loa last erupted in 1984. The current eruption is its 34th since
written record keeping began in 1843. Its smaller neighbor, Kilauea, has
been erupting since September 2021.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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