
 

Researchers evaluate urban-rural human
settlements in China from objective and
subjective perspectives

November 9 2022, by Zhang Nannan
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Urban-rural human settlements quality values across space and its time trend in
31 regions. a Trends of human settlements’ quality values from 2000 to 2009; b
Trends of human settlements’ quality values from 2010 to 2019. Credit: 
Humanities and Social Sciences Communications (2022). DOI:
10.1057/s41599-022-01417-9

The improvement of human settlements is an important goal of the
United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development, which has also attracted
wide attention from the Chinese government and scholars. However,
previous studies on human settlements often separated urban and rural
areas, and separated subjective evaluation from objective evaluation,
which was not in line with the characteristics of close interaction
between human and environment in human settlements.

Prof. Fang Chuanglin, Associate Prof. Ma Haitao and their team
members at the Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources
Research of the Chinese Academy of Sciences have quantified the
spatiotemporal patterns of human settlements in China during a long
period from both urban and rural dimensions. And they investigated the
correlation between objective evaluation and subjective well-being
regarding the comprehensive assessment of urban-rural human
settlements.

Results were published in Humanities and Social Sciences
Communications.

The researchers constructed a comprehensive index system to evaluate
the quality of urban-rural human settlements in China from the objective
perspective, a large spatiotemporal scale covering 31 provinces
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(autonomous regions and municipalities) from 2000 to 2019.

They collected more than 500 thousand questionnaires from the 31
provincial-level regions based on the point of subjective perspective in
2020, and discussed the relationships between objective and subjective
evaluations of urban-rural human settlements at national and subnational
levels in China.

Results showed that the quality of urban-rural human settlements in
China has significantly improved over the last 20 years objectively, and
the national average score of subjective estimation of human settlement
was at the level of "Satisfied" subjectively.

"The objective and subjective evaluations of urban-rural human
settlements have a positive correlation, but there are evidently
differences in objective estimation to different sub-dimensions, and the
quality evaluation and public satisfaction of human settlements in some
regions were uneven," said Prof. Fang.

"Long-term follow-up investigation should be the focus of urban-rural 
human settlements evaluations. The results are helpful for adjusting
measures to local conditions and promoting continuous improvement,
providing a reference for policymakers to fully consider the needs of
residents in the top-level design so that national policies can better
benefit the people's livelihood," said associated Prof. Ma.

  More information: Chuanglin Fang et al, Urban–rural human
settlements in China: Objective evaluation and subjective well-being, 
Humanities and Social Sciences Communications (2022). DOI:
10.1057/s41599-022-01417-9
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