
 

Women who suffer domestic violence fare
much worse financially after separating from
their partner, says new data

September 14 2022, by Bruce Chapman, Anne Summers and Matthew
Taylor
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We recently published two reports that highlight the devastating
financial consequences borne by women who leave their partners after
suffering domestic violence.
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https://sciencex.com/help/ai-disclaimer/
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We found women who experienced domestic violence fared much worse
financially after separating from their partner compared to those who
didn't face such violence, for women both with and without children.

Before separation, mothers who experienced domestic violence had
about the same household income as mothers who didn't. But after
separation, the mothers who experienced domestic violence on average
suffered a significantly higher drop in income of 34%, compared with a
20% decrease for mothers who didn't experience domestic violence.

It's the first time in Australia (to the best of our knowledge) that we have
specific data on what happens financially to these women.

Our results highlight the terrible option facing those who are
experiencing domestic violence: to stay in a violent relationship, or leave
and face a major decline in financial well-being.

What we studied

The first report, The Choice: Violence or Poverty by Anne Summers,
presents previously unreported data from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS) 2016 Personal Safety Survey.

The data reveal that of all women who'd ever been in a partnership, 22%
have experienced violence from a current or previous partner. And, of
single mothers living with children under 18 years of age, a staggering
60% had experienced physical violence, and 70% emotional abuse, from
a partner they had previously cohabited with.

The data also show 50% of these now single mothers live in poverty,
relying on government benefits such as JobSeeker as their main source
of income.
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https://phys.org/tags/violence/
https://www.violenceorpoverty.com/
https://phys.org/tags/physical+violence/


 

"I left with the kids and ended up homeless with them': the
nightmare of housing wait lists for people fleeing domestic
violence https://t.co/nSRbGGL6ZW via @ConversationEDU

— Sunanda Creagh (@sunanda_creagh) August 5, 2022

It's important to note the ABS figures come from what's known as a
"cross-section," which means they reflect circumstances at a given point
in time (2016). They can't tell us what happens to women over time, or
the immediate effects of domestic violence on their separation and/or
income. This is a critical issue for domestic violence policy.

Understanding the dynamics of the financial situation of victim-
survivors requires what's known as "panel data." This issue is addressed
in the second report by Bruce Chapman and Matthew Taylor, where we
analyze the Household Income and Labor Dynamics of Australia
(HILDA) survey. HILDA is Australia's best longitudinal data set,
meaning it surveys the same people over time. To date, HILDA has
followed around 19,000 people from 2002 to 2021.

We analyzed HILDA data looking at the financial consequences for
women likely to have experienced domestic violence. We covered both
mothers and women who don't have children.

HILDA doesn't ask questions about the origins of violence experienced
directly. So we had to devise a method of identifying separation due to
domestic violence by linking the date of separation to reporting of an
incident of violence: the presumption being that the incident was
domestic violence (rather than, say, a street crime).

The report uses averages before and after separation of the three income
categories, all measured in annual terms:
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https://twitter.com/ConversationEDU?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/sunanda_creagh/status/1555433771951738880?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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the partner's contribution to household income
the woman's wages and salaries
and total government financial support received by women.

What we found

In dollar terms, the drop in household income (which measures the total
of all income) for mothers who experienced domestic violence after
separation was from $54,648 to $35,921 a year.

There was also a fall in the household income for separating mothers not
subject to domestic violence. But this fall is about $7,500 less compared
to mothers who experienced domestic violence.

We also looked at the changes to a particular component of household
income, the wages and salaries of the mothers (again, following
separation). Similarly, we found those who'd gone through domestic
violence fared far worse than those who didn't.

It was expected the wages and salaries of women would increase on
average after separation because of their need to compensate for the loss
of the former partner's income. But the extent to which this happened is
quite different depending on whether or not the women experienced
domestic violence.

Specifically, the wage and salary increase for mothers who'd
experienced domestic violence was just 19% (from $11,526 to $13,747).
But the wage and salary increase for mothers who hadn't experienced
domestic violence was much greater at 45% (from $14,414 to $20,838).

This means that these now single mothers who experienced domestic
violence are considerably worse off financially than single mothers who
didn't face such violence.
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When the pre- and post-separation incomes of women without children
are examined, the findings are similar to those for mothers, but with
even greater losses for childless women who'd experienced domestic
violence compared to childless women who hadn't. Childless women
who experienced domestic violence suffered an extraordinary 45% drop
in household incomes, compared with 18% for childless women who
didn't experience domestic violence.

The relatively large loss in household income for childless women is the
result of significant differences in the post-separation income levels
between childless women, depending on their experience of domestic
violence.

Childless women who hadn't experienced domestic violence had an
average increase of 68% in their wage and salary incomes (to about
$38,000) after separation. But childless women who'd experienced
domestic violence had an actual decrease in wage and salary incomes of
around 20% on average (to about $13,000).

A different way of illustrating the issue is the recognition that
experiencing domestic violence doubles the likelihood of victim-
survivors ending up in the bottom quarter of the income distribution.

We found around 50% of the women included in the data who have
faced domestic violence and separated from their partners end up in the
bottom quarter of the income distribution.

The ABS data reports a similar outcome, with 48.1% of now single
mothers with children being in the lowest fifth of the income
distribution.

More research and better data needed
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https://phys.org/tags/household+income/
https://phys.org/tags/childless+women/
https://paulramsayfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TheChoice-violence-or-poverty-web.pdf
https://phys.org/tags/single+mothers/
https://phys.org/tags/single+mothers/
https://phys.org/tags/income/


 

These two reports have dug deeply into available data and unearthed
findings of tremendous significance, results that reinforce each other.

While these findings have been rigorously tested and found to be
statistically significant, the sample sizes for the longitudinal data are
small.

This is currently the best available longitudinal data capturing incomes.
But as both reports have highlighted, data collection in the field of
domestic violence needs to be expanded considerably if we're to have
more comprehensive information on longer-term outcomes.

We urgently need a national longitudinal study of social behavior and
experience that probes the consequences of domestic violence (with
respect to perpetrators as well as victims) and the financial, employment
and health outcomes for all concerned, including the children caught up
in these violent relationships.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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