
 

Video: Does space trash ever naturally break
down?
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Remember when Elon Musk launched a car into space? That car's not
just peacefully drifting through a vacuum—it's hurtling around the sun at
63,592 miles per hour, being bombarded by solar radiation. It might be
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in pieces, but these are not the same pieces it would be in if it were down
here on Earth. That's because the environment in space breaks down
materials differently.

But how long does it take to break down, and how is that car looking
right about now?

Provided by American Chemical Society

Citation: Video: Does space trash ever naturally break down? (2022, August 3) retrieved 25 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2022-08-video-space-trash-naturally.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2022-08-video-space-trash-naturally.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

