
 

Evidence found of stingrays making noise
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A team of researchers affiliated with several institutions in Australia
working with one colleague from Sweden and another from Spain, has
obtained recorded evidence of rays generating sound. In their paper
published in the journal Ecology, the researchers describe the noises and
how the recordings were made.
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Evidence of sharks or rays producing sound has not been documented,
past researchers have noted, suggesting that such creatures do not have
the biological tools to do so. But there appears to be some exceptions.
The researchers in this new effort have obtained a video/sound recording
of one mangrove whipray producing sound as it swam over a reef off the
coast of the Gill Islands, which are part of Indonesia. They have also
observed another video/sound recording of another whipray that turned
up on Instagram and also a video of a cowtail stingray making sounds.

Upon hearing the rays making sounds, the researchers began pouring
through published papers looking for any other evidence of rays of any
kind making any kinds of sounds, but they came up empty. As others in
the community learned of the work, however, they brought examples to
the team. The researchers also discovered second-hand reports of people
claiming to have heard manta rays making sounds, generally when they
have been spooked. In all such cases, the sounds made by the rays have
been described as a series of short but loud clicking sounds.

The researchers note that it appears that the rays only make the sounds
when under duress, which might explain why no one has reported
hearing them before—at least in the scientific community. They point
out that likely only a few people have ever heard the sounds because
scuba equipment produces bubbles that tend to overwhelm other sounds
produced underwater. As to why the rays have developed an ability to
make sounds, the researchers have only theories, including possibly a
means to scare off potential enemies. They plan to continue their study
of sound production in rays, looking first to find out how they make the
sounds and then the ways that they are used.

  More information: Lachlan C. Fetterplace et al, Evidence of sound
production in wild stingrays, Ecology (2022). DOI: 10.1002/ecy.3812
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https://phys.org/tags/stingray/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ecy.3812


 

© 2022 Science X Network

Citation: Evidence found of stingrays making noise (2022, July 26) retrieved 30 June 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2022-07-evidence-stingrays-noise.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2022-07-evidence-stingrays-noise.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

