
 

Survey of LA homeless finds few want group
shelter beds
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A unique study conducting counts and surveys of unsheltered people in
three parts of Los Angeles found that nearly half had been offered
housing in the past, but they cited the housing intake process, desires for
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privacy and concerns about safety as obstacles they face in efforts to get
off the streets, according to a new RAND Corporation report.

The count of unsheltered people conducted over four months in
downtown's Skid Row, Venice and Hollywood found a rising number of
unhoused people in those neighborhoods, and most of those surveyed
reported being continuously homeless for more than three years.

Around 80% of the unhoused people surveyed said that they would
accept a private room in a shelter or hotel, a permanent stay in a motel-
or hotel-like setting, or permanent supportive housing. About half would
accept interim housing with access to services, shared housing or safe
camping. Less than one-third would accept a group shelter or a
recovery/sober living housing offer.

"We found a near-universal interest in obtaining housing among our 
survey respondents, but about half of those we spoke to remain
unhoused, despite reporting being offered housing in the past," said
Jason M. Ward, the report's lead author and an economist at RAND, a
nonprofit research organization.

Those surveyed by RAND researchers indicated that they strongly prefer
private housing, suggesting that increasing funding for congregate
shelters—as has been espoused by some policymakers—might have a
limited ability to effectively address street homelessness.

"The type of housing offered to unsheltered people matters a lot," Ward
said. "Our findings suggest that large expansions in shelter capacity in
the city may do little to move unhoused people off the streets."

The RAND project is the largest count of unhoused people in Los
Angeles outside the annual point-in-time tally managed by the Los
Angeles Homeless Services Authority.
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The county-wide count, largely conducted by teams of trained volunteers
on one evening each January, was cancelled in 2021 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Results from the 2022 count, delayed until
February, have not yet been released.

The RAND study, called the Los Angeles Longitudinal Enumeration and
Demographic Survey (LA LEADS) Project, was conducted by the
research organization's professional survey staff. Counts for this ongoing
project were conducted roughly every two weeks in Skid Row and
monthly in Hollywood and Venice since late September 2021. The
current report presents results of these efforts through January of 2022.

The RAND study found the total number of unsheltered people,
vehicles, tents and makeshift structures averaged 1,358 in Skid Row, 685
in Hollywood and 523 in Venice. Over the four months of data included
in the report, the total across these three areas increased by about 17%.

Researchers also conducted a survey that randomly sampled more than
200 unsheltered people across the three neighborhoods the study focused
on.

The share of respondents in the RAND survey who identified as Black
or African American was 38% higher than the results of the 2020
demographic survey conducted by the Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority in these three locations, while the share of respondents
identifying as Hispanic was 24% lower. Black people have been
consistently overrepresented among the county's unhoused residents and
the results of the RAND study suggest this disparity may be growing.

Among the unsheltered people surveyed by RAND, more than 75% had
been continuously homeless for more than a year and more than 50%
percent had been continuously homeless for more than three years.
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More than 75% of respondents had spent six months or longer living in
the neighborhood where they were surveyed. Nearly 75% reported
residing within California before their current location.

About 90% of survey respondents indicated interest in receiving
housing, with nearly half reported being offered housing in the past and
one-third indicating that they were currently on a housing waitlist.

The most commonly reported factors that prevented respondents from
moving into housing in the past were never being reached to complete
the housing intake process (41%), privacy concerns (38%) and safety
concerns (32%).

"We hope that the unique methods being used in our count, as well as the
results from our detailed survey of unhoused people, will help
policymakers in developing effective strategies to addresses
homelessness in Los Angeles County," Ward said.

The LA LEADS project is ongoing and will publish future reports,
including more-detailed results comparing the RAND findings to the
annual count by the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority.

The report, "Recent Trends Among the Unsheltered in Three Los
Angeles Neighborhoods: An Interim Report on the Los Angeles
Longitudinal Enumeration and Demographic Survey (LA LEADS)
Project," is available at www.rand.org.
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