
 

UN chief Guterres urges graduates to shun
'climate wreckers'
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The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres, addresses the
media during a joint press conference with the President of Austria, Alexander
Van der Bellen, in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, May 11, 2022. Guterres is on
Wednesday, May 18 launching a five-point plan to jump-start broader use of
renewable energies as the U.N. weather agency reported that greenhouse gas
concentrations, ocean heat, sea-level rise, and ocean acidification hit new records
last year. Credit: AP Photo/Theresa Wey, file
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The head of the United Nations implored graduating college students on
Tuesday to reject jobs at companies that fund the fossil fuel industry he
described as "killing our planet."

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres made his remarks to
graduating seniors at Seton Hall University in New Jersey. Guterres told
the class at Newark's Prudential Center that they are entering a world
"brimming with peril" from conflict and strife and the effects of climate
change—but that they can reverse the errors of previous generations by
not working for financial institutions that profit off fossil fuels.

"Despite mountains of evidence of looming climate catastrophe, we still
see mountains of funding for coal and fossil fuels that are killing our
planet," he said. "That money continues to flow from some of the
biggest names in finance, hedge funds and private equity.

"As graduates, you hold the cards," Guterres continued. "Your talent is
in demand from multinational companies and big financial institutions.
You will have plenty of opportunities to choose from thanks to the
excellence of your graduation. So my message to you is simple: Don't
work for climate-wreckers. Use your talents to drive us towards a
renewable future."

Guterres's remarks came a week after he announced a five-point plan to
encourage use of renewable energy around the globe, in the wake of a
World Meteorological Organization report that said the last seven years
were the seven hottest on record.

The plan calls for fostering technology transfer and lifting of intellectual
property protections in renewable technologies as well as broadening
access to supply chains and raw materials that go into renewable
technologies
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https://phys.org/tags/fossil+fuels/
https://phys.org/news/2022-05-boost-renewables-climate-mount.html
https://phys.org/tags/technology+transfer/
https://phys.org/tags/renewable+technologies/
https://phys.org/tags/renewable+technologies/


 

"The climate crisis is wreaking havoc, and threatening to erase entire
communities and even entire countries—with governments failing to
take the action needed to turn this around," Guterres said Tuesday. "My
generation—and your parents' generation—have fallen short in
bequeathing the world you deserve. But I have hope that you will
succeed where we failed."

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: UN chief Guterres urges graduates to shun 'climate wreckers' (2022, May 24) retrieved
23 May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2022-05-chief-guterres-urges-shun-climate.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2022-05-chief-guterres-urges-shun-climate.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

