PHYS {$40RGC

Record 1st-quarter deforestation in Brazilian
Amazon

April 8 2022

New data suggests Brazil may be on track to set a new yearly deforestation
record in 2022.

Deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon set a new quarterly record in the
first three months of 2022 compared to a year earlier, official data
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showed Friday.

Satellite images revealed the destruction of 941 square kilometers (363
square miles) of rain forest—the highest quarterly rate since the start of
Brazil's Deter monitoring program in 2015.

This is an area about the size of Dallas.
For the month of March, deforestation slowed by 15 percent year-on-

year to 312 km?2, according to data from the INPE Brazilian space
agency.

But this followed on two months of record highs under far-right
President Jair Bolsonaro, who has pushed to open protected Amazonian
lands to agribusiness and mining.

Since he entered office in 2019, Brazil's average annual deforestation in
the Amazon, a crucial resource in the race to curb climate change, has
risen more than 75 percent from the previous decade.

The destruction is driven mainly by farming and land speculation in
agricultural powerhouse Brazil, the world's biggest exporter of beef and
SOy.

The country hosts about 60 percent of the Amazon forest.

"Clearly, we have seen in recent years a setback in environmental policy
and the result is seen with deforestation records for the first quarter of
2022 and 1in previous years", Greenpeace Brazil spokeswoman Cristiane

Mazzetti said in a statement.

The new figures suggest Brazil may be on track to set a new yearly
deforestation record in 2022.

2/3


https://phys.org/tags/rain+forest/
https://phys.org/tags/deforestation/
https://phys.org/tags/climate+change/

PHYS 19X
© 2022 AFP

Citation: Record 1st-quarter deforestation in Brazilian Amazon (2022, April 8) retrieved 25
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2022-04-1st-quarter-deforestation-brazilian-amazon.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

3/3


https://phys.org/news/2022-04-1st-quarter-deforestation-brazilian-amazon.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

