
 

More evidence that poverty leads to child
abuse and neglect
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A new report from a project led by the University of Huddersfield has
found even stronger evidence that links poverty to child abuse and
neglect.
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Professor Paul Bywaters, together with Guy Skinner from the Tavistock
and Portman NHS Trust, has produced The Relationship Between
Poverty and Child Abuse and Neglect: New Evidence, a literature review
of the last five years of research.

The new report is based upon reviews of 90 research papers and found
that changes in income alone, holding all other factors constant, have a
major impact on the numbers of children being harmed. Reductions in
income and other economic shocks increase the numbers being subject
to neglect and abuse, while improvements in income reduce those
figures.

It also concludes that local authority children's services were often taking
insufficient account of the socio-economic circumstances affecting
families into account, and that more information about how poverty is
influencing the numbers of children from different backgrounds being
harmed is needed.

"The international evidence about the relationship between poverty and 
child abuse and neglect is much stronger now than it was five years ago,"
says Professor Bywaters.

"From this research, we can be certain that increased pressures on family
life will lead to the risk that more children will be subject to harm, abuse
and neglect, unless government and service providers can respond more
effectively.

"There is a need for government to ensure that all families have the basic
conditions to bring up their children successfully but the Chancellor's
spring statement was a disappointment. Families also require a better
response from local government and local practitioners to the poverty
that they are experiencing.
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https://research.hud.ac.uk/institutes-centres/cacs/projects/the-relationship-between-poverty-and-child-abuse/
https://phys.org/tags/research+papers/
https://phys.org/tags/children/
https://phys.org/tags/neglect/
https://phys.org/tags/poverty/
https://phys.org/tags/child+abuse/
https://phys.org/tags/family+life/
https://phys.org/tags/family+life/


 

"There is a real need for more detailed and nuanced information about
how the relationship between poverty and abuse and neglect works,
particularly how it affects different children differently.

The research took place in the period that included the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and while domestic abuse of partners was found
to have increased during lockdown periods, Professor Bywaters says it is
too early to tell whether the pandemic led to an increase in the number
of children experiencing abuse and neglect.

"There were no immediate large changes in the numbers of children on
child protection plans. There were some small changes, but they tended
to be in line with trends that were already in the pipeline.

"It does not look like there was a massive shock to the system in the
numbers of children being identified as having serious problems.
However, with the Resolution Foundation predicting that 500,000 more
children will fall into absolute poverty next year and the squeeze on local
authority budgets from high inflation, the expectation has to be that
acute pressures on families will lead to more child abuse and neglect."

Rob Street, director of justice at the Nuffield Foundation said:
"Children's services are already under pressure from increasing use of
child protection interventions over the last decade, particularly for
children living in the poorest areas, as well as cuts to preventative
services to support families. This review provides further evidence that
poverty is a significant risk factor for children, and we need action to
alleviate financial pressures on families if we are to prevent harm."

  More information: The Relationship Between Poverty and Child
Abuse and Neglect: New Evidence research.hud.ac.uk/institutes- … rty-
and-child-abuse/
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https://phys.org/tags/number/
https://phys.org/tags/abuse/
https://phys.org/tags/financial+pressures/
https://research.hud.ac.uk/institutes-centres/cacs/projects/the-relationship-between-poverty-and-child-abuse/
https://research.hud.ac.uk/institutes-centres/cacs/projects/the-relationship-between-poverty-and-child-abuse/


 

Provided by University of Huddersfield

Citation: More evidence that poverty leads to child abuse and neglect (2022, March 29) retrieved
12 May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2022-03-evidence-poverty-child-abuse-neglect.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://phys.org/news/2022-03-evidence-poverty-child-abuse-neglect.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

