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Graphical summary of the steps leading to the identification of multispecies
amplicons that were used for genetic diversity assessments. Credit: Danira León

Grasslands are widespread and relevant ecosystems responsible for
sustainable roughage production. Plant genetic diversity (PGD; i.e.,
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within-species diversity) is related to many beneficial effects on the
ecosystem functioning of grasslands. In their recently published paper,
Miguel Loera-Sánchez, Bruno Studer and Roland Kölliker report a set of
12 multispecies primer pairs that can be used for high-throughput PGD
assessments in multiple grassland plant species.

The tools presented in this study provide the basis for cost-effective,
multispecies genetic diversity assessments in grassland plants and
constitute a promising starting point for further improvements and
adaptations. As awareness increases around the ecological significance
of plant genetic diversity and as widespread monitoring of genetic
diversity gains traction, such multispecies approaches valuably
complement the tools for genetic diversity monitoring efforts.

The research was published in Molecular Ecology Resources.
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