
 

Study offers framework for including
racism's health effects in pharmacy curricula
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“It is my hope that the strategies we propose resonate with influencers and
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stakeholders at all levels and that we can see tangible effects of social justice and
change in the pharmacy discipline over time. And other health professions can
easily adopt this framework within their respective curricula,” says Cheryl
Wisseh, health sciences assistant clinical professor of clinical pharmacy practice
and co-lead author of the study. Credit: School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical
Sciences / UCI

Racism has been declared a national public health crisis by the American
Public Health Association. With the minority population in the U.S.
being the fastest-growing demographic, experts say, it's essential that
healthcare professionals recognize the social determinants of health
among racial and ethnic minorities. Education and training, they say,
should begin in school so that graduates are prepared to address
disparities and advocate for interventions.

Cheryl Wisseh, UCI health sciences assistant clinical professor of
clinical pharmacy practice, is co-lead author of a recent study offering a
framework for educators—based on a social ecological model borrowed
from public health theory—that has been effectively utilized to
influence behavior change that positively affects health outcomes. The
proposed targets for strategic intervention are: curricular,
interprofessional, institutional, community and accreditation.

"Future pharmacists will practice in increasingly diverse health systems
and communities," Wisseh says. "Students must be able to define, name
and address racism in all its forms; understand how it influences the
distribution of social determinants of health; and how it ultimately leads
to racial disparities in health and healthcare. They must also realize that
it will take a multifaceted, interdisciplinary and community-based
approach to reduce disparities." The study is published online in the
American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education.
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  More information: Nkem P. Nonyel et al, Conceptualizing Social
Ecological Model in Pharmacy to Address Racism as a Social
Determinant of Health, American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education
(2021). DOI: 10.5688/ajpe8584

Provided by University of California, Irvine

Citation: Study offers framework for including racism's health effects in pharmacy curricula
(2021, December 9) retrieved 24 June 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2021-12-framework-
racism-health-effects-pharmacy.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://dx.doi.org/10.5688/ajpe8584
https://phys.org/news/2021-12-framework-racism-health-effects-pharmacy.html
https://phys.org/news/2021-12-framework-racism-health-effects-pharmacy.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

