
 

Team captures data from unarmed
Minuteman III test launch

August 25 2021, by Michael Padilla

  
 

  

An Air Force Global Strike Command unarmed Minuteman III intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM) launches during an operational test at Vandenberg Space
Force Base, Calif. ICBM test launches demonstrate that the U.S. ICBM fleet is
relevant, essential and key to leveraging dominance in an era of strategic
competition. Credit: U.S. Air Force / Airman First Class Tiarra Sibley

A team from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL)
successfully collected data from the recent operational test of an Air
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Force Global Strike Command unarmed Minuteman III intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM) launched from Vandenberg Space Force Base.

The purpose of the ICBM test launch program is to validate and verify
the safety, security, effectiveness and readiness of the weapon system,
according to Air Force Global Strike Command.

The LLNL Independent Diagnostic Scoring System (LIDSS) was used to
collect the downrange data following the launch. The assets used to
collect the data included autonomous rafts, camera boxes and drones.

"This mission was the first time the team remotely commanded the
LIDSS assets from across the world back at LLNL," said Steve Jensen,
LLNL flight test director. "By all accounts it was very successful, and we
anticipate this becoming very much a standard part of operations going
forward."

Jensen said he is thankful for the team, which worked hard getting all
the assets ready on time to support the mission downrange in the field, as
well as at LLNL, to monitor and run the mission assets from Livermore.

"This was a daunting challenge, given that just four months ago we only
had four mission-ready drones," he said. "In all, the team flew six drones
and all deployed and returned back to the island safely while capturing
terminal event data, including an aerial image."

Jensen praised the downrange team that deployed. "This mission would
not have been possible without the sacrifice of four individuals who
spent six weeks away from home to ensure the mission was a
success—with four of those weeks being in quarantine as a result of
COVID travel restrictions imposed by the Republic of the Marshall
Islands government," he said.
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He also gave kudos to the analysis team for quickly supporting the
mission in the middle of the night to meet the deliverable of a flash
report in four hours.

The LLNL team included Paul Nyholm, Sam Fuller, Jesse Wynn, Kyle
Minchokovich, Lorne Stoops, Brad Perfect and Nick Amadeo. The
downrange team that deployed consisted of Rob Golden, Torey Jones,
Jason Anaya and Alex Maselli.
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