
 

Despite federal moratorium, U.S. eviction
rates returning to pre-pandemic levels
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Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Idaho, like many states across the
country, faced rising housing costs, low home-vacancy rates and
increasing efforts by landlords to evict tenants.

Thanks to increased unemployment benefits, federal stimulus checks and
eviction moratoriums—all part of the government's pandemic
response—renters' lives improved slightly in 2020. But with those
programs decreasing or disappearing, many Idahoans and other
Americans who rent their homes will still struggle to pay rent and face
imminent risk of being evicted.

Our analysis of eviction rates across the state of Idaho finds that
numbers were down in 2020 but are poised to return to—or even
exceed—pre-pandemic levels in the coming months as economic support
for renting families runs out.

Similar trends in other states could spark a rise in evictions across the
nation.

Idaho evictions

In 2016, 2,037 or 1.1% of all renting households in Idaho faced an
eviction filing—when a landlord formally requests an eviction order
from a court. The courts ordered evictions for 1,107 households, or
0.6% of the state's renting households that year.

Eviction filings that do not end in an ordered eviction may be a result of
renters reaching a settlement with the landlord before eviction. Even
when dismissed or settled, filings affect a tenant's record, potentially
making it challenging to find new housing for years into the future.
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https://www.boisestate.edu/sps-ipi/evictions-in-idaho/
https://evictionlab.org/map/#/2016?geography=states&bounds=-190.672,6.298,-44.648,62.504&type=er&locations=16,-115.31,43.929


 

By 2019, eviction filings increased to affect 2,673 households, 1.4% of
the state's renting households, with 1,611, or 0.8%, ultimately facing a
court-ordered eviction. Between 2016 and 2019, housing prices in Idaho 
increased by 34.7%, while the median income increased by only 17.7%.
When housing costs outpace income, affordable housing stock decreases
with a likely increase in evictions.

In 2020, however, eviction numbers dropped—1% of Idaho's renting
households, 1,893 families, had an eviction filing and 1,127, or 0.6%,
were formally evicted.

Unlike other states, Idaho did not have a statewide eviction ban, but
there are potential reasons for these decreases.

From March 25 through April 30, 2020, state courts were closed, except
for essential hearings—which could have included evictions relating to
illegal activity. Most other eviction proceedings would have been
delayed. In addition, some landlords may have decided to seek
resolutions other than eviction, especially as cash aid came in from
federal and state governments.

However, when the courts reopened in May 2020, eviction filings and
formal evictions spiked. And monthly statistics show the rates rising
almost back to 2019's levels. This raises the question of the ability of
federal bans alone to decrease eviction rates.

Federal eviction moratoriums

When the pandemic hit, an estimated 15.9 million people across the
country lost their jobs and faced difficulty affording their housing.
Public health officials needed people to stay at home to limit the spread
of the virus, so governments took action to curb the evictions many
feared were imminent.
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https://www.boisestate.edu/sps-ipi/evictions-in-idaho/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=United%20States&t=Housing&g=0400000US16&tid=ACSDP1Y2019.DP04&hidePreview=true
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=United%20States&t=Income%20and%20Poverty&g=0400000US16&tid=ACSST1Y2016.S1901
https://www.boisestate.edu/sps-ipi/evictions-in-idaho/
https://www.boisestate.edu/sps-ipi/evictions-in-idaho/
https://isc.idaho.gov/Superseded
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2020/unemployment-rate-rises-to-record-high-14-point-7-percent-in-april-2020.htm


 

Federal relief legislation included direct cash payments to most
American households, additional unemployment payments, emergency
rental assistance and bans on evictions.

The federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, known
as the CARES Act, banned evictions from March 24 through Aug. 24,
2020, but applied to only the relatively small number of renters using
federal assistance programs to pay their rent, or living in properties with
federally backed financing.

A broader eviction ban, ordered by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, took effect on Sept. 4, 2020, and is set to expire on June 30,
2021. It covers more renters, including people who are at risk of moving
to overcrowded lodging or becoming homeless. But it's not automatic
protection: Tenants must prove their eligibility.

The CDC's eviction ban also faces several court challenges; it was most
recently struck down by a federal court in Washington, D.C. – though
the decision is on hold pending appeals. So its protection may not last
very long.

Making matters more stressful for renters, neither eviction ban forgave
unpaid rent, so renters are still responsible for back rent and may face
eviction in the future if they cannot pay.

State and local eviction moratoriums

States and cities across the U.S. that set up their own eviction-prevention
programs are seeing lower eviction rates than those where tenants were
protected only by the federal rules.

Princeton University's Eviction Lab Tracking System gathers eviction
data in five states: Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana, Minnesota and
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https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/details?prodcode=IN11424
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/details?prodcode=IN11424
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IN/IN11673
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/553630-judge-agrees-to-leave-cdc-eviction-pause-intact-for-now
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/29/COVID-eviction-ban-forces-some-landlords-to-sell-properties.html
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking


 

Missouri, as well as 28 cities around the country.

Like Idaho, Missouri did not have a statewide eviction ban and saw a
similar dip and spike in cases in April and May 2020. Delaware and
Indiana had statewide bans and saw sharp increases in eviction filings
after the bans expired. Connecticut and Minnesota both have ongoing
bans, and eviction rates are far below pre-pandemic levels.

In cities the Eviction Lab tracks, places with local eviction bans saw
eviction rates drop dramatically until the local protections expired.

Other efforts to help

In Idaho, Republican Gov. Brad Little allocated $15 million in federal
CARES Act funds to provide rental assistance to households struggling
to pay rent because of the pandemic. Another $200 million was added to
that fund through the American Rescue Plan Act in 2021. Payments go 
directly to landlords to offset current and back rent, depending on a
household's specific circumstances.

Once these funds run out and the CDC eviction ban expires or is
overturned in court, renters throughout the country will have no
remaining pandemic-related protections from eviction filings. However,
those households may still be feeling the pressure from the
pandemic—and may not be able to come up with current rent, much less
months of back rent they might also owe.

The aid may be coming to an end, but the potential for an eviction crisis
remains—in Idaho, and around the nation.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking
https://www.idahohousing.com/
https://phys.org/tags/eviction/
https://theconversation.com
https://theconversation.com/despite-federal-moratorium-eviction-rates-returning-to-pre-pandemic-levels-160754
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