
 

Foot of snow blankets parts of Midwest,
disrupts travel (Update)

January 25 2021, by Josh Funk

  
 

  

Snow covers cars and Blondo Street east of Northwest Radial Highway in
Omaha, Neb., on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. The Omaha area recorded almost 12
inches of snow the day before. (Chris Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP)

A major winter storm dumped more than a foot of snow on parts of the
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middle of the country while another system blanketed parts of the
Southwest with snow, disrupting travel for a second consecutive day
Tuesday and shuttering many schools.

There were closures of several coronavirus testing sites on Monday and
Tuesday in Nebraska and Iowa, and both states saw 12 to 15 inches (30.5
to 38.1 centimeters) of snow in places. At least 4 inches (10 centimeters)
of snow was expected through Tuesday across most of an area stretching
from central Kansas northeast to Chicago and southern Michigan.

National Weather Service meteorologist Taylor Nicolaisen, who is based
near Omaha, Nebraska, said up to 15 inches (38 centimeters) was
reported in spots between York, Nebraska, and Des Moines, Iowa. He
said it's uncommon for the region to get more than a foot of snow from a
single storm, and it has been decades since some cities saw this much
snow.

"A lot of people tend to misremember snow events—especially from
when you were a kid. Everything felt like a foot of snow when you were
a kid," Nicolaisen said. "The snow drifts were literally higher than your
head when you were a kid, but that's because you were 2 1/2 feet tall."

The storm made travel treacherous in places as wind-whipped snow piled
up. Interstates were temporarily closed in western Nebraska and in
Wisconsin near Milwaukee because of crashes Tuesday morning, and
scores of flights were canceled at airports across the region. Officials
urged drivers to stay off the roads.
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A lone man walks along a frozen section of North Ave. beach on Lake Michigan
north of downtown Chicago Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. A major winter storm
dumped more than a foot of snow on parts of the middle of the country
stretching from central Kansas northeast to Chicago and southern Michigan.(AP
Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)

In Wisconsin, the weather service predicted up to 10 inches (25.4
centimeters) of snow could fall in the Milwaukee area, with the highest
totals along Lake Michigan.

Wind gusts of 15 mph (24 kph) to 25 mph (40 kph) were reported across
southern Wisconsin, creating drifting snow, reduced visibilities and
complicating snow removal efforts, said Andy Boxell, a meteorologist
with the weather service's office in Sullivan, Wisconsin.
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"It's not only snow but it's pretty darn windy out there, so that's causing a
lot blowing and drifting," he said.

In the Chicago area, between between 3 inches (7.6 centimeters) and 5
inches (12.7 centimeters) of snow had fallen by early Tuesday.
Meteorologist Bett Borchardt forecast snowfall up to 8 inches (20.3
centimeters) or more in northern Illinois before the storm ends Tuesday
evening.

  
 

  

A man shields himself from the rain with an umbrella as he walks along with a
child during a rainy and foggy winter afternoon at the Ocean City boardwalk in
Ocean City, N.J. (Jose F. Moreno/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)
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The last comparable snowfall hit the area in November 2018, when 8.4
inches (21.3 centimeters) fell.

Many schools and businesses closed for a second day in a row Tuesday
across the Midwest as crews worked to dig out after the storm.

In West Des Moines, Iowa, Chris Borsberry said he needed four-wheel
drive to make it into the Fairfield Inn & Suites where he works, and it
still took him twice as long as normal to get to the hotel. Once there,
Borsberry said he had to shovel the sidewalk seven times because it kept
getting covered until the snow finally quit falling.

"I got excited about that because it meant I only had one more shovel
pass to do," said Borsberry, 45.

In York, Nebraska, roughly 250 semitrailers waited out the storm at the
Petro truck stop alongside Interstate 80. Manager Rachael Adamson said
she could see knee-high drifts.
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A snowman stands in a yard in Lake Zurich, Ill., during a winter storm, Tuesday,
Jan. 26. 2021. (Paul Valade/Daily Herald via AP)
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A lone man walks along a frozen section of North Ave. beach on Lake Michigan
north of downtown Chicago Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. A major winter storm
dumped more than a foot of snow on parts of the middle of the country
stretching from central Kansas northeast to Chicago and southern Michigan.(AP
Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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Zarin Taylor walks his two Great Danes, Dottie and Terrabella near Lake
Michigan on the Northside of Chicago Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. A major winter
storm dumped more than a foot of snow on parts of the middle of the country
stretching from central Kansas northeast to Chicago and southern Michigan.(AP
Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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A lone runner leans into a stiff wind near Lake Michigan on the Northside of
Chicago Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. A major winter storm dumped more than a foot
of snow on parts of the middle of the country stretching from central Kansas
northeast to Chicago and southern Michigan.(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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Tom Giamalva, owner of Palace Show Services, clears away snow from the
sidewalk in front of his business on North Main Street on Tuesday, Jan. 26,
2021, after a snowstorm in Rockford, Ill. Many schools and businesses closed as
the storm moved across the Midwest and officials urged drivers to stay off the
roads. (Scott P. Yates/Rockford Register Star via AP)
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Steve Snow uses a tractor to clear his driveway in Bennington, Neb., on Tuesday,
Jan. 26, 2021. The Omaha area recorded almost 12 inches of snow. (Chris
Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP)
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Mike Siri removes snow from in front of The Relationship Center in downtown
Wauconda, Ill., Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. (Paul Valade/Daily Herald via AP)
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Retired firefighter Clyde Crump yells for help while working at the home of his
daughter and son-in-law on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021, after it was destroyed by a
tornado that hit Fultondale, Ala. The family survived by huddling in a basement
storm shelter. (AP Photo/Jay Reeves)
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Sarah Lee clears snow off her vehicle in the Edgewater neighborhood, after a
snowstorm in Chicago, Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. In the Chicago area, between
between 3 inches (7.6 centimeters) and 5 inches (12.7 centimeters) of snow had
fallen by early Tuesday. (Tyler LaRiviere /Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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Mike LaCasse fills plow trucks with salt as a winter storm approaches, Tuesday,
Jan. 26, 2021, in Pittsfield, Mass. (Ben Garver/The Berkshire Eagle via AP)
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The Cascade Shores General Store is shrouded in a blanket of white snow after
the storm system moved through Nevada County, Friday, Jan. 22, 2021. (Liz
Kellar/The Union via AP)
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Nassa Perez, Lupe Rodriquez, Marcos Montenegro work in the remains of the
home belonging to Ezekiel Calero, on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021, which was
completely destroyed by a powerful tornado that struck Fultondale, Ala. on
Monday. The men are working to help recover belongings from the destroyed
home. (Gary Cosby Jr./The Tuscaloosa News via AP)

"We haven't had this much snow in quite a few years," Adamson said.

In the South, one person was dead and at least 30 others were injured
after a tornado carved a path of destruction north of Birmingham,
Alabama, on Monday night, leaving the area with crumpled buildings
and downed trees.

In the Southwest, more than a foot of snow fell in the mountains of
Southern California, Nevada and Arizona. Icy conditions in mountains
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north of Los Angeles shut Interstate 5 in Tejon Pass and State Route 58
in Tehachapi Pass.

A storm buried northern Arizona in snow while sending flurries to the
outskirts of Las Vegas and Phoenix. Most of Nevada was bracing for
another series of powerful winter storms that could bring several feet of
snow to the mountains above Lake Tahoe by Thursday.

Preliminary snowfall reports from the latest storm included 14.2 inches
(36 centimeters) at the Flagstaff airport and 16 inches (40.6 centimeters)
at Payson between Sunday night and late Monday, the weather service
said.

Another major storm was approaching the coast with the potential to
bring 7 to 10 inches of rain to central California and dump several feet
of snow across the Sierra Nevada mountains. That additional rain and
snow could lead to flash floods and debris flows—which can carry
massive boulders, trees and other objects—to areas north and south of
San Francisco Bay. Evacuation orders were in effect for areas of fire-
scarred Santa Cruz County and evacuation warnings were issued in San
Mateo County.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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