
 

Parrots pushed to extinction despite
protection policies
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Swift parrot chicks. Credit: Difficult Bird Research Group

Habitat destruction by logging and agriculture is pushing parrot species
towards extinction, while current protected areas are failing to mitigate
these effects, according to new research.

The study also shows that in many regions across the globe, including
Australia, the future of parrots is in the hands of policy makers.
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A collaborative effort between parrot ecologists at The Australian
National University (ANU) and spatial ecologists from the National
University of Córdoba, Argentina evaluated and compared the
conservation status of parrots in different parts of the planet.

"In a previous global evaluation of parrots with scientists from BirdLife
International we showed that they are among the most threatened bird
orders, with higher extinction risk than other comparable bird groups,"
co-author Dr. George Olah, from the ANU Fenner School of
Environment and Society, said.

More than half of all critically endangered parrot species live in
Australasia and the Pacific, where the wildlife trade and habitat
destruction are the major causes of their rarity.

The study found the temperate forests of Australia were already heavily
degraded by human-modified landscapes in 2000, and the trends toward
2050 indicate that additional changes due to human activities will affect
these regions in the near future.

"We predicted that agricultural expansion will have a further negative
effect on the conservation status of parrots, pushing many of their
species to the edge of extinction in the near future," co-author Dr. Javier
Nori said.

With respect to the land-use trends analyzed in the study, the current
situation shows very worrying predictions for parrots in south-eastern
Australia and the north-eastern Andes, the two most important hotspots
highlighted by the current study for parrot conservation.

"We further showed the most threatened group of parrots is the least
represented in protected areas globally and also locally in each region.
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"This is an additional proof of the inefficiency of protected areas in
safeguarding global bird diversity."

The research has been published in Global Change Biology.

  More information: David L. Vergara‐Tabares et al. Global trends of
habitat destruction and consequences for parrot conservation, Global
Change Biology (2020). DOI: 10.1111/gcb.15135

Provided by Australian National University

Citation: Parrots pushed to extinction despite protection policies (2021, January 18) retrieved 26
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2021-01-parrots-extinction-policies.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15135
https://phys.org/news/2021-01-parrots-extinction-policies.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

