
 

Video: One cell eating another
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Watch as these two microscopic, single-celled protozoans (protists),
battle it out, resulting in one eating the other. These organisms inhabit
almost any body of still water (ponds, lakes, reservoirs) and the oceans,
and are the most important consumers of bacteria in the world.

In the video, you can see Euplotes sp. creating water currents with its
finger-like cirri. These currents bring bacteria, the occasional
Tetrahymena, and other smaller organisms (e.g. algae) into its oral
groove (the equivalent of its mouth), and that is how it eats.

Duke University biologist Jean Philippe Gibert explains: "Despite their 
small size, there is twice as much protist biomass in the world as there is
animal biomass. Meaning that if you were to add up all the lions, zebras,
elephants, spiders, whales, etc., and weigh them, and do the same for all
of these single-celled little fellas, you'd get twice as much weight from
the aggregated cells than you would from all animals combined."

Provided by Duke University School of Nursing

Citation: Video: One cell eating another (2020, October 8) retrieved 16 July 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2020-10-video-cell.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/water+currents/
https://phys.org/tags/organisms/
https://phys.org/tags/small+size/
https://phys.org/news/2020-10-video-cell.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

