
 

Standardized measures needed to screen
kinship foster placements
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Kinship caregiving—placing a child in a relative's home if the child
cannot safely stay in the family home—is becoming more common and
is a preferred option for children, says UBC Okanagan Assistant
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Professor Sarah Dow-Fleisner.

The study, originally conducted at the Children and Family Research
Center as part of the University of Illinois School of Social Work, was
reanalyzed by UBCO student Kathrine Stene as part of an honors thesis
in psychology and completed by researchers at UBCO's Centre for the
Study of Services to Children and Families.

While it seems to make sense to keep a child with a relative, Dow-
Fleisner says there are no clear screening tools for agencies to use that
address the unique circumstance of kinship caregiving—which is in stark
contrast to the tools available when screening voluntary non-relative
foster caregivers.

"Kinship care can be an informal or formal placement arranged between
individuals related to the youth, either biologically, culturally or legally
through marriage," says Dow-Fleisner, who teaches in the School of
Social Work. "And while this placement type is preferred as it maintains
family connection and cultural ties for the child, there are no
standardized and validated measures available to evaluate the quality of
care available in those unique placements."

The problem, according to Susan Wells, professor emerita of psychology
and social work and principal investigator of the original project, is that
there is very little research examining the measurement of quality of
care within kinship placement settings.

"We need the development of a scale for assessing the quality of care in
a kinship setting and also explore to see if such a tool would work
consistently," says Wells. "Considering the differences between kinship
and traditional foster care placements it is necessary that a standardized
measure of quality of care be available for use in a kinship care setting."
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To address the problem, researchers conducted focus groups with
caregivers, children and caseworkers and then extensively reviewed the
literature to develop a tool to measure the quality of care unique to
kinship settings. The final tool includes 36 items that fall into five key
criteria for kinship settings, including the caregiver's capacity to meet
the child's needs, their commitment and acceptance of foster caregiving,
their social functioning, their ability to protect the child from
maltreatment and neighborhood support.

Each aspect has the potential to provide insight into interventions and
supports to improve the quality of care.

"This measure has the potential to be utilized by child protection
workers as part of the initial assessment for placement in kinship settings
and for ongoing screening, and could be used in conjunction with other
screening tools," Dow-Fleisner says. "By using these measures together,
caseworkers may be able to determine which services, or lack thereof,
impact the quality of care provided for children in kinship placements."

  More information: Katherine L. Stene et al, Measuring the quality of
care in kinship foster care placements, Children and Youth Services
Review (2020). DOI: 10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105136
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