
 

Everglades restoration to 'get the water right'
estimated at $7.4 billion through 2030
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Everglades restoration projects will require about $7.4 billion over the
next 10 years, compared with $6 billion spent through 2019, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers said while presenting a draft of its work
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schedule.

The estimated cost for 2020-30 is what has been authorized for
construction, and doesn't include other projects that are currently waiting
for authorization, said Eva Velez, a Corps project manager who oversees
the integrated delivery schedule of Everglades restoration projects.
Under the schedule presented this week, the federal and state
governments will need to spend about a billion dollars every year through
2026.

She said the Corps is also counting on Congress speeding up delayed
projects by passing water resources and infrastructure bills every two
years, as it has done since 2014.

When Everglades restoration was authorized in 2000, its goal of 68
original projects was based on the idea that Congress would approve
such bills every two years, but no bills passed between 2007 and 2014,
stalling some of the work.

"We are ready to go, we have big work to do with lots of investments,
but in order to keep it going we also need the bills to pass so that we can
keep the hopper full and keep making progress," Velez said during a
presentation of the draft schedule as it stands in 2020 to federal and state
agencies.

The projects include a massive reservoir approved by Congress in 2018
that's being built just south of Lake Okeechobee to clean polluted water
before it reaches the Everglades.

The marshlike water treatment area is also designed to reduce dirty
water discharges to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries. In 2018,
polluted water from the lake fueled slimy green algae blooms on both
rivers and contributed to a red tide that littered the Gulf Coast with dead
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fish.

A new project still in working draft format that probably won't start until
2023 is a southern Everglades restoration plan. The main goals are to
improve seepage issues from conservation areas in the area and to open
up those areas, which have been compartmentalized by decades of flood
control. Works to move more water to the southern Everglades will also
be part of the project, Velez said.
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