
 

NASA's Aqua satellite shows two views of the
Apple Fire

August 4 2020
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NASA's Aqua satellite took images of the Apple Fire as it continued to
spread north across the head of the Mill Creek Canyon, and east into the
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San Gorgonio Wilderness near San Bernardino, Calif. on Aug. 03, 2020.
The fire is now burning into more wilderness (where vegetation is
sparse) than wooded area limiting the intensity of the fire due to a lack
of fuel. Continued fire activity is due to the record low moisture content
of the vegetation fuel, high temperatures and low humidity throughout
the area.

The fire has grown to 26,850 acres and is 15% contained. The smoke
from the fire has traveled almost 400 miles south affecting air quality.
The smoke from the Apple fire is also commingling with the smoke
from the Cassadore Springs and the Blue River 2 fires in Arizona. The
cause of the fire which had been under investigation is now listed as
"human caused." Several areas around the fire have been evacuated.
Contact local officials for more details or go to the Inciweb page for the
fire.

NASA's Aqua satellite was able to provide two images of the fire. On
the left side of the slider is the true color image of the Apple fire and the
right side of the slider shows the corrected reflectance bands that help
distinguish the areas of the ground that have been burned. This
combination of bands is most useful for distinguishing burn scars from
naturally low vegetation or bare soil and enhancing floods. It can also be
used to distinguish snow and ice from clouds.

Weather concerns continue in the area. Warm and dry conditions are
ongoing with winds gusting to 20 mph. Mid-week the conditions will
persist with slightly cooler temperatures and a slight increase in relative
humidity.
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https://phys.org/tags/fire/
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In this image the corrected reflectance bands help distinguish the areas of the
ground that have been burned. This combination of bands is most useful for
distinguishing burn scars from naturally low vegetation or bare soil and
enhancing floods. It can also be used to distinguish snow and ice from clouds.
Credit: NASA
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