
 

Canada pandas running on empty as bamboo
dries up
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Adult female panda Er Shun, pictured in May 2020, arrived in Canada 2014
along with male companion Da Mao

A pair of pandas on loan from China to a Canadian zoo are facing a food
shortage as their supply of fresh bamboo dries up, officials warned.
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And plans to send them back to China, where bamboo is abundant and
easy to access, according to a Calgary Zoo statement, have been stalled
by pandemic-era changes to import and quarantine regulations.

Er Shun, a female, and Da Mao, a male, each require around 90 pounds
(40 kilograms) of fresh bamboo daily.

Calgary Zoo turned to farms in British Columbia for a temporary
domestic supply after international borders were closed in a bid to limit
the spread of COVID-19.

But that supply will run out in September, it said.

"You can't give them just any bamboo because they won't eat it," a
Calgary Zoo spokeswoman told AFP.

"Our fridges need to be replenished with fresh bamboo every three days
in order to meet their dietary needs."

In May Calgary Zoo announced it would hasten the return of the two 
giant pandas to China.

The pair had arrived in 2014 and were originally scheduled to go back
after spending a decade in Canada.

But the zoo has been unable to secure travel permits from China, and last
week expressed "increasing concerns for the giant pandas' well-being."

"To date, China has not been able to approve international permits due to
changes in its import laws and quarantine facilities due to COVID-19,"
zoo president Clement Lanthier said in a statement.

"The continued delays in international permitting is putting the health
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and welfare of these two beautiful giant pandas in jeopardy."

The pair gave birth to two cubs at Toronto Zoo before being moved to
Calgary in 2018 with their offspring, Jia Panpan and Jia Yueyue.

The cubs were sent to China in January.

© 2020 AFP

Citation: Canada pandas running on empty as bamboo dries up (2020, August 11) retrieved 20
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2020-08-canada-pandas-bamboo-dries.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2020-08-canada-pandas-bamboo-dries.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

