
 

Black Americans homeschool for different
reasons than whites
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Weekly earnings for those in the top quartile stood at $1,531 and higher in 2018.
Weekly earnings stood between $961 to $1,530 in the third quartile; $631 to
$960 in the third quartile; and $0 to $631 in the bottom quartile in 2018. Credit:
The Conversation

When Michelle, a white stay-at-home mom, decided to homeschool her
8-year-old daughter, Emily, the decision was driven by what she saw as
the lack of individualized attention at school.

"We wound up feeling frustrated that the school wasn't following the
child," Michelle, a former communications specialist, explained of the
decision by she and her husband, a software engineer, to homeschool
their daughter.
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She described her daughter as "exceptionally gifted" and said after
repeated attempts to get her daughter's school to provide advanced
coursework, "it just felt like so much energy that I might as well do this
thing myself."

Michelle's decision to homeschool stands in stark contrast to that of
Lynette, a black mother who told me her son, Trevor, was seven when he
started having a hard time in school.

"I don't want to say that it was bullying but that's what it kind of ended
up being and it wasn't from students," Lynette explained. "It was from
teachers."

"He's seven but he looks like he's 10," Lynette continued. "And they
kind of acted like they were afraid of him. He's never acted out violently
but they made it sound like he was going to."

Like Michelle, Lynette grew tired of making visits to her child's school,
but for a different reason.

"I just didn't want to have to keep going to the principal's office,"
Lynette recalled during an interview at a cafe in the suburbs of a
Northeastern city. "I'm like 'you're really targeting my kid for no reason
because he's the second biggest kid in the school.'"

Motives differ

The sharp contrast between Michelle and Lynette's reason for
homeschooling their children is common.

As a sociologist who has interviewed dozens of homeschooling parents,
I've found that whereas most white parents homeschool to make sure
their children get an education more tailored to their needs and talents,
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most black parents homeschool to remove their children from what they
see as a racially hostile environment.

Now that schools are closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, families of
all racial, ethnic and class backgrounds have been forced to spend more
time educating their children at home, or at least making sure their
children do whatever work the school has assigned.

It is unclear as to whether schools will reopen in the fall. It is also
unclear how homeschooling—or at least the ability to oversee at-home
learning—will be impacted by the pandemic. Based on existing research
and data, I don't see why reasons that parents previously decided to
homeschool—whether they are black or white—will change or
disappear. However, concerns about sending their children back to
school amid the pandemic could become an additional reason.

  
 

  

3/6

https://www.chalkbeat.org/2020/5/12/21256193/reopen-schools-in-fall-fauci-testifies-answer-will-vary
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0021934712457042
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0013124504274190?journalCode=eusa


 

Credit: The Conversation, CC-BY-ND Source: National Center for Education
Statistics

Black students disciplined more

There is no shortage of research to support the view that America's
public schools treat black students more harshly than their white peers.

For example, a study by sociologists Edward Morris and Brea Perry
found black boys are twice as likely as white boys to receive disciplinary
action such as office referral, detention, suspension or expulsion. The
same study found black girls are three times as likely as white girls to be
disciplined for less serious and arguably more ambiguous behavior, such
as disruptive behavior, dress code violations or disobedience.

The middle-class black mothers I interviewed say that despite their
college education, salaries and advocacy on behalf of their children, they
were unable to protect their children from the racial hostilities at school.
The black families I spoke with told me they chose to homeschool only
after they tried in vain to address discriminatory discipline practices at
their children's schools.

Money matters

Though the reasons why families chose to homeschool varies by race, I
and other researchers have found that homeschooling is more common
among two-parent households where one parent is the breadwinner and
the other – most often the mother – educates the children.
Homeschooling parents are also most often college-educated. One 2013
study found that among the 54 black homeschooling families
interviewed, 42 of the families had one parent with at least a college
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degree, while many (19) also had graduate degrees.

If the ability to work from home makes it possible to homeschool,
although incredibly challenging, data also suggest that homeschooling is
more likely among families with higher incomes. That's because the
ability to work from home is largely tied to income. Federal labor data
show that in 2017 and 2018, 61.5% of workers in the top income
quartile could work from home. For workers in the second highest
quartile, 37.3% could work from home. But for those in third and fourth
highest income quartiles, only 20.1% and 9.1%, respectively, could work
from home.

If reducing the risk of exposing their children to COVID-19 becomes a
reason to homeschool this fall, these data would suggest that more well-
to-do families are in a better position to see that their children are
educated at home. By contrast, low-wage workers are less likely to easily
exercise this choice. Some scholars speculate that this will lead to more
well-off families deciding to continue their children's learning at-home
as a way to avoid virus exposure.

Future growth?

The percentage of U.S. children who are homeschooled rather than
attending public and private schools was rising before the pandemic. 
Between 1999 and 2016, the percentage of the school age population
who were homeschooled doubled from 1.7% to 3.3%, or close to 1.7
million students.

Black homeschoolers account for roughly 8% of this population, up
from an estimated 4% in 2007. The 8% in 2016 represents 132,000
black homeschooling kids, according to the NCES data.

In 2017, black kids made up 15% of public school students, or 7.7
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million kids of the roughly 50.7 million public school kids that year.

A 2019 federal report shows parents homeschool for a variety of
reasons. Just 16% of homeschool families report moral or religious
instruction as the primary reason for homeschooling, while 34% report
their primary reason is concern with school environment. This report
does not document how reasons vary by race. Yet my study would
suggest that black parents, like Lynette, may be dissatisfied with school
environment in very different ways than white parents, like Michelle.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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