PHYS 19X

NASA exec resigns days before 1st astronaut
launch in years

May 20 2020, by Marcia Dunn

Credit: CCO Public Domain

NASA's chief of human exploration has resigned just days before the
first astronaut launch in nearly a decade from Kennedy Space Center.

The space agency notified employees of the news Tuesday.
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Douglas Loverro, whose resignation took effect Monday, joined NASA
last October. He 1s a former Defense Department and National
Reconnaissance Office manager, specializing in space security matters
for three decades.

NASA spokesman Bob Jacobs would only say Loverro decided to resign
and, beyond that, the agency cannot discuss personnel issues.

The announcement comes just eight days before SpaceX attempts to
launch its first astronauts under NASA's commercial crew program.

Liftoff is scheduled for May 27.

Besides overseeing SpaceX and Boeing's effort to ferry NASA
astronauts to the International Space Station, Loverro was in charge of
NASA's Artemis moon-landing program. Just 2 1/2 weeks ago, NASA
announced the three winning corporate teams that will develop lunar
landers for astronauts.

Former space shuttle commander Ken Bowersox, Loverro's deputy, will
resume his role as acting associate administrator of human exploration
and operations.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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